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— HE following Sermons were favour= 
ably heard by the Learned Audience, 
before whom They were delivered; 
and were honoured by the Vice-Chan- 
lor, and. Heads of Houſes, that were preſent, 
nith a Requeſt for their Publication, which was 
„ that Time declined. Content with having born 
ny Teſtimony to this Important Doctrine of Re- 
waled Religion, in the Univerſity of which I had 
len a Member, I was willing to hope, that a 
nore accurate Anſwer, from ſome more able Hand, 
might be expefted to ſuch a Performance from 
ſub an Author. But ſince It has hitherto paſs- 
ed without any farther Notice, than a few ano- 
nmous Remarks, It has been thought proper, 
that Theſe Di ſcourſes ſhould even yet appear; 
which was now the more readily conſented to, ſince 
They are the leſs likely to prevent any better Vin- 
tation; and ſince ſo contemptuous an Inſult on 
the C. lergy, who preach this Doctrine, ſeemed to 


call for fome public and profeſſed Jaſtification of 
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Them ſelves and their Doctrine. 


Con- 
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Controver ſy 25 indeed a Tack the leaſt ut 
ceptable to every Chriſtian Mind, e ſpecially ; 
mong(t Thoſe, who profeſs to own Chriſt for thei 
| Maſter ; and who obſerve with any Degree of At 
tention and Concern, the ul Oſe, which is mad, 
their Differences, by their common Enemies, 
et it is certain, both in a Speculative View of the 
Reaſons of it, and by the more convincing Arqu- 
ment of Experience, that the Intent of this Rents 
lation may be as effeftually defeated by corrupting 
ite Doctrine, as by under ming, its Authority, 
This Article in particular i zs ſo fundamental 6 
Part of this Religion, It is ſo intimately united 
with its moſt eſcential Doctrine, and is itſelf the 
ſtrongeſt Enforcement of its Practical Datiet, that 

It is ſcarce Poſſi ble to attack it in a more Vital 
Branch, or more to leſſen the Influence of this 
great and gracious Scheme for the Reformation of 
Mankind, than by weakning the Sanflions, with 
which the Divine Lawgiver has ſupported it. 
Nay Theſe Attempts to diſtinguiſh away the 
Senſe of the moſt Vital Parts of our Religion, by 
Thoſe, who in Profe 2M zon are Friends to the Au- 
thority of it, are rather more pre judic cial than the 
open Attacks of Thoſe, who more conf}, ently re- 
jet the Whole, The Writings of Unbelievers de 
rather find than create Admirers. Men muſt bt 
mow 5p engaged in the Cauſe, before Thty 
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will receive any Satis faction from, or diſeern'a an y 
Strength of Reaſon in, thoſe Performances. But 
the Writings of Thoſe, who ſtill retain a Regard 
for the Goſpel as a Divine Revelation, and are 
thought only to differ in ſome particular Point, 
are read with leſs Caution and Re ſerve; and have 
an Influence on unſtable, tho well- diſpoſed Mindt, 
who as yet abhor the Thought of renouncing their 
Saviour. By theſe however They are prepared for 
farther. Di ;ſcoveries, till ſo many particular Ar- 
ticles are given up, that the Remainder appears 
to be, as it truly u, a broken” inconſiſtent Scheme, 
unworthy of a Divine Author, and 46 fuch 15 fl 
nally rejected. The Progreſs of Sceptici ſm, lile 
That of Practical Immorality, i uſually gradual ; 
and in both Caſes the End proves 4 fuch, as would 
have ſtartled a Rational Creature at the Begin- 
ving. Thus Thoſe, who allow of Revelation in 
their own peculiar Senſe of it, have contributed 
to remove all Sen ſe of it out of Others, and Foct- 
 maniſm has in numberle oye Ane ended in 

Dei ſm. : | 
It ic farther a Fhatten of -ſume Patience, fo ab: 
5 hom reel y the Mritert, who oppoſe this 
Article, do give to Each Other, and aſſume ts 
Them ſelves,. the Title of Merciful and Good-na- 
tured Authors, and how readily They brand the 
2 of it with the contrary Charatter ; 


whereas | 
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whereas the Queſtion nd way relates to the Be. 
nevolence and Compaſſion of frail ſmful Creatures 

towards Each Other, but to the Proceed; ngs v of 
perfect Divine Fuſtire towards his n im-. 
PHenitent Creatures, They certainly wiſh as well 
ta, and aft more friendly by their Fellow-Crea- 
tures,” who fairly repreſent the Truth, as it is in 
Chriſt ; who dare not preſcribe to their Maker, 
but without Pregudice or Partiality confirm the 
plain Senſe of the Divine Denunciations, and af- 
fectionately warn Mankind, in Time, of the irre- 
verfible Perdition, which Impenitence will plunge 
Them into: And They will one Day be found to 
have afted the mercileſs and cruel Part, who have 
betrayed Sinners into the aftual Suffering of E- 
verlaſting Torments in the next World, by weak. 
ning their Belief of them in this.” 

The Limits of ſuch Diſcourſes, and indeed the 
Merits of the Cauſe, confined me to the Confide- 
ration of the Texts of the New Teſtament. Theſe 
are the moſt full in their Expreſſion, and the moſt 
determinate in their Meaning. It ſeemed unne- 
ceſſary therefore to follow this Writer through the 
Old Teſtament, and much more through the Apo- 
cryphal Books, which He has cited as of equal 
Authority. Some of the former are really of 
Weight, and even Some of the latter, as far as 
ther Authority extenas ; and as to the Te ftimn- 

nies 
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nies, which He bas. praduced from the Fathers, 
an Adver ſary would not have aefired more preg- 
nant Evidence againſt Him. Yet Theſe are Alf 
evaded in the ſame arbitrary Manner as the Scri- 
pture-Phraſe ; and where They are fo full and 
particular, that He ſeemed fenfible, No Evaſion 
could be put on the Terms Themſelves, which could 
paſs with any Reader, there They are pronounced 
ſingular, enthuſiaſtical, Poetical Deſcriptions, 
and Philoſophical Romances. But Al This d- 
pends upon Mr. Whiſton s ſingle Authority, and 
where That is not implicitly received, The Doc- 
trine of Eternal Puniſhment will ſtill, upon the 
 ftrifleſk Examination, be found conſiſtent with 
Reaſon, Scripture and Primitive Antiquity 
Whether What is here offered may be thought 
to deſerve his Notice, the Event muſt ſhew. It 
may ſerve however to ſhew, contrary, to his Sug- 
geſtion, that there are Thoſe, who dare to think! 
freely on this Subject, the Reſult of whoſe free- 
eſt Thouzhts is a Serious Per ſwaſion of the Truth 
of 1t. Had I not, upon the moſt careful and im- 
partial Examination of it, been ſatisfied in Con- 
ſcience, that This Article 1s clearly defenſible a- 
gainſt every Evaſion of Wit or Learning, I would 
never have engaged in it; and therefore if Any 
Thing new be offered either from Scripture or Ra- 
on againſt it, It . be fairly and july: conſi- 


dered 
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dered; If only a Repetition of the ſame i dogma: 
tical Aſſertions, and arbitrary Evaſions, It ſhall 
be left to ſtand or fall by the Weight of what is 
Here offered; and 1 ſhall reſt ſatisfied with hav- | 
ing contributed my Endeavour to eſtabliſh a Doc- 
trine, which I firmly believe, It was the Intent 
F our Saviour to eſtabliſh: which appears to be 7 
a Doctrine of ſuch clear Evidence and ſuch high 
Importance, that None, who do Juſtice to chew 27 
Religion, can gainſay or deny it, and None, who 
do Fuſtice to Themſelves, can forget or neglect it. 
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_2Tarss.1.7,8,9. 
The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
from Heaven, with his mighty An- 
gels, In flaming Fire taking Ven- 
geauce on Them that know not 
Cod, and that obey not the Gofpel +» 
of our.. Lord Jeſus Christ. Who 
ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
De ſtruction from the Preſence of 


the Lord; and from the e 2 
his Power. 


T is brite in as Nature of Man, 
that the Deſire of enjoying Pleaſure is 
not ſo ſtrong as That of avoiding Pain: 
His Expectations of Happineſs have not 
ſo powerfull an Effect upon Him, as his Ap- 
prehenſions of Miſery. Whether it be, that 
in our preſent Situation We are capable of 
greater Degrees of Pain than of Pleaſure, and 
that the Occaſions of AMiction are more fre- 
quent than Thoſe of Delight; or 3 


Doctrine, as inculcated both by Inſtinct aud 
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be abſolutely ſo in the Conſtitution of al Ra. 
tional Beings; or whether It be owing to : 
Conſciouſneſs, in fallen Creatures, of their 
Guilt as the Occaſion of their Miſery, yet 2 
to Ourſelves the Truth of the Remark ſeems 
indeed unqueſtionable. Some of the Philoſy. 
phers ſaw This in ſo ſtrong a Light, that They 
carried the Conclufion too far, and pmol 1 
chief Good of Man in what They called I: 
lence, a Sort of neutral State betwixt any con. 
ſiderable Enjoyment or Suffering; but though 
They were free hereby, as They deſigned to 
be, from the Infatuation of Thoſe, who could 
imagine Pleaſure to be the great Good of ſach 
à State as ours, yet were They taken Then. 
ſelves in no fmall Abſurdity, in making That 
the chief End of our Creation, which would 
have been better provided for by Non. Ei. 
ſtence, whereby We ſhould have been depti. 
ved of a Poſſibility of Pain or Pleaſure. How: 
ever the Principle they proceeded upon v1 
true, that Pleaſure itſelf is not deſireable, when 
It muſt be attended with conſequent Miſen, 
and They have born their Teſtimony to ths 


| Reaſon. Now what They taught as Matter 
Prudence, Revelation has enforced as Matte! 


of Duty, has 3 to this acknowlegel an 


Tad 


21 


lach; and beſides the Authority of its De- 
darations and Injunctions, has addreſſed our 
natural Apprehenſions and natural Underſtand- 
ng for the Reaſonableneſs of a ſuicable Re- 
gad! in our Conduct. If Temporal Evils ſlight 
In Degree, and ſhort in Continuance, were yet 
eteemed as an Over-Ballance for all the Gra- 
tfications of the moſt Voluptuous, what Pro- 
portion can the higheſt criminal Indulgencies 
bear to Pains, which will laſt beyond the Grave, 
vill affect our whole Beings, and be of equal 
Duration with theſe immortal Beings & An 
Huerlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of 
the Supreme Being, whoſe Preſence alone can 
adminiſter Joy to a Soul created after its 
lakers Image, would be the moſt terrifying 
Conſideration, that could be offered to our 
Thoughts, and This Doctrine, if really believ- 

ed and ſeriouſly applied, could not fail of hav- 
ng that great Effect, which It was deſigned 
to have, by the Publication of the Goſpel. But 
o it is, that the very Importance of this Mo- 
ive to the Practice of Religion, has been made 

an Objection againſt the Belief of it. The 
Lerlaſting Continuance of that Intereſt, which 
depending, is thought too conſiderable to 
be hazarded by the Prudence of our. ee 


: 1 
ed, becauſe It is repreſented as endleſs; which 
the Bold Directors of their Makers Proceed. 


ings are at a Loſs to reconcile with ſome of 
their own preconceived Notions. This Doc. 


trine has long been a Stumbling-Block to Gain. 


ſayers, and has been attacked by Thoſe, who 
in Profeſſion have been of the moſt different 
Sentiments. The avowed Enemies of Reve. 

lation have ever particularly ſtruck at it, and 
even Some of the pretended Friends to our 
Faith have ſeemed to think, that They avoid- 
ed a Difficulty by giving up this Article. ! 
ſhall at preſent conſider only the lateſt Perfor. 
' mance of this kind, a wherein an Author, who 
{ſeems to delight in departing from eſtabliſhed 
Doctrines, after the Revival of many old Ei- 
rors, and the Advancement of ſome new pe- 
culiar Ones, has at length engaged in this al 
ſo, and in a Treatiſe on the Eternity of Hell. 
Torments has zealouſly attacked this -Doc- 
trine, has declaimed againſt it with Fury and 
Bitterneſs, and has laboured with great Ear- 
neſtneſs to ſet Men free from any ſuch Appre- 
henfions. He begins with declaring, that Þ*the 
* common Opinion in this Matter, if it were 


— 
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4 The Eternity of Hell Torments conſidered &e. by Wil, 
Whiſton M.A. 1740. b Pag. iſt. 


fort 
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tc for certain a real Part of Chriſtianity, would 


«be a more inſuperable Objection againſt it, 


( than any or all the preſent Objections of Un- 
„ believers put together: for which Conceſx- 
ſion no Doubt Thoſe Unbelievers will thanx 

Him, who will readily own with Us, that it 


is a real Part of Chriſtianity, in order to join 


in his Inference. And He concludes with the 


moſt indecent and ſcandalous Aſperſions on 
Thoſe of the Clergy who teach this Doctrine, 


a the greater Part of Whom He charges direct- 
ly with Prevarication and Hypocriſy, in preach- 


ing a Doctrine, which they do not, cannot 
believe Themſelves; and Thoſe Few, whom 
He ſuppoſes ſincere in their Denunciations of 
eternal Vengeance againſt Sin, are dignified 


with the Title of weak Enthuſiaſts, who have 


neither Inclination, nor Abilities to look into 
the Foundation of received Opinions; and to 
crown his Remarks and Inſults on ſuch Di- 
vines, He ſeems to imagine Himſelf moſt ſar- 
caſtical in this Obſervation, that Þ We need 


«not indeed much wonder, that a bigotted 
46 Athanaſian may be in earneſt in ſuch a Doc- 


«trine.” Now as to the frequent Charges of 
Bigottry, They may, as far as appears, more 
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uſually with Tuſtice be retorted. If there are 
blind and warm Defenders of received Opi- 
nions, there are likewiſe very evidently many 
blind and warm Oppoſers of them. We eve. 
ry Day fee Inſtances of an unaccountable Zeal 
to proſelyte Men to Errors, to which there is 
no imaginable Temptation, and more Warmth 
ſhewn in a worſe Cauſe, than indeed We uſual. 
ly expreſs in the Defence of the Beſt; and 
Whoſoever ſhall obſerve in the Performance I 
am ſpeaking of, the confident Manner of Di- 
Rating without proof, the inſolent Method of * 


triumphing without Victory, and the unbound- 


ed Liberty of abuſing Doctrines and Perſons. 
without Evidence, the Indignation and Vehe- 
mence, the Rage and Bitterneſs expreſsed a- 
gainſt this Article, and All who maintain it; 
need go no farther for an eminent Inſtance 
of Bigottry in Error and Hereſy. - As to the 
Title of Athanaſian, That will not, I hope, as 
yet paſs among Chriſtians for a Term of Re- 
| proach; but It may be pertinent to the Sub- 
ject, and illuſtrative of the Importance of the 
Article I am about to defend, to obſerve, that 
there is a real Connection betwixt This and 
the Athanaſian Doctrine. From the Hereticks 


ac Antiquity to Thoſe of the preſent Times, 


It t has been Uſual for Thoſe, who have diſ- 
off, tinguiſhed 


E 
_tinguiſhed Themſelves by an  Oppiolitian? to 
their Saviour's Divinity, to oppoſe this Arti- 
cle alſo, and from a Denial of the true Eterni- 
ty of his Perſon, to proceed to deny likewiſe 
the real Eternity of the Puniſhment denoun- 
ced to the Breach of his Laws. And there is 
indeed ſome Foundation for the Affinity of 
theſe Errors. It was the infinite Unworthi- 
neſs of Sin, which made ſo coſtly a Sacrifice 
neceſſary for the Expiation of it, and ſo heavy 
a Penalty due to the wilfull Continuance in it. 

| Thoſe, who can believe, that a Creature could 
offer a ſufficient and ſatisfactory Atonement 
for the Sins of the World, may well conclude, 
that It was no ſuch dreadful Deſtruction, which 
could be averted by the Merit of ſuch Suffer- 
ings, and that there is no ſuch heavy Malig- 
nity in Sin, which deſerved ſo irreverſible a 

Doom. If the dignity of the Majeſty offend- 
ed, and the Honour and Authority of the Di- 
vine Laws required no more than the tempo. 
rary Sufferings of a temporary Being, for the 

univerſal Expiation of the many Tranſgreſſions 

of them, then It could ſcarce be ſuppoſed, 
that Each Individual, however ampenitent, 

| ſhould be conſigned to endleſs Sufferings for 
his own perſonal Guilt ; whereas there is an 
entire Conſiſtency i in that Scheme, which ſup- 

poſes 
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poſes, that Nothing leſs than the Merits of, a 
finleſs perfect, Divine Perſon, could ſatisfy che 
Divine Juſtice for the numerous Deviations e- 
ven of the Beſt; nor any Thing leſs that an 
irreverſible Penalty be inflicted on the unre- 
formed Tranſgreſſions of the Worſt. Mr. hi- 
ſton s late Diſcourſe therefore is indeed but 


conſequential of his former Hereſies, and is 
diſtinguiſhed by the ſame unparallel'd Confi- 


dence, which runs thro all his Writings. E. 
ven his Fellow-Labourers in the ſame Cauſe, 


tho' commended by him for their good Inten- 
tion, yet fall under his Cenſure, for not hay- 


ing hitherto “ gone to the Bottom of this Mat- 
ter, as He expreſſes it, 2“ for not having 


e produced the greateſt Part of the Evidence 
“They might have had both in Scripture and 
e Antiquity on their Side. Since therefore 


He is pleaſed to arrogate to Himſelf alone the 


| Merit of having entirely and effectually confu- 
ted this Doctrine, and b & yentures to affirm 
* upon no {mall Examination, as he tells us, 
«that neither the Old nor New Teſtament 


& have ſo much as one plain Teſtimony for this 
« Doctrine, but the contrary: and fince He 
has indeed collected together all the Obje- 
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tions of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Socinians, againſt 
this Article, intermixed and enlarged. with 
ſome ſurprizing Novelties of his own, I ſhall 
conſider the Weight of ſuch aſſuming and au- 
thoritative Decrees, and as far as the Time 
and Limits of Diſcourſing will permit, ſhallgo 
thro' the Subſtance of what He Has herein ad- I 
ranced. fer — 
My Text is at firſt View a plain and fs 
Declaration of the endleſs Puniſhment of A- 
theiſtical and Antichriſtian Tranſgreſſors. The 18 
Evaſions made uſe of to elude the Force of it [i 
will hereafter be conſidered: I ſhall at preſent 
take Occaſion from hence, to vindicate the 
Truth, the Equity, and the Uſefulneſs of this 
Doctrine; for there are ſome Objections in 
that confuſed Collection, advanced gant 
Each of theſe particulars. 
Firſt then 1 am to vindicate the Trath af | 
this Doctrine, or in other Words, to ſhew, that 
This is the true and real Senſe of the Sacred 
Writings; for We are not at preſent concern- 
ed with Thoſe, who diſpute the Authority, but 
the Meaning of the Holy Scriptures. Some 
indeed of the Defenders of our Faith in this 
Article have gone ſo far, as to attempt to 
prove it from the Principles of Reaſon only, 
nne the aſſiſting Light of Revelation; but 
4 B herein 


PLL 


| herein They have given Advantage to the Ad. 
verſary, in fixing the Weight of the Cauſe on 
That, which is not its proper Strength. It is 
abundantly ſufficient, that We ſhew, that there 
is Nothing inconſiſtent with Reaſon in this 
Doctrine, as is propoſed under the next Par. 
' ticular of vindicating the Equity of it. But 
the poſitive Evidence of it can only be dedy. 
ced from the Revealed Will of God. The ge- 
neral Doctrine of future Puniſhment was in- 
deed ſtrongly argued by the Light of Reaſon, 
but the endleſs Continuance of that Puniſh- 
ment was not equally evident and demonſtra- 
ble by that Light. Tis true, there are ſome 
Paſſages of this Sort to be found amongſt the 
Writings of Some of the Philoſophers, which 
may ſeem to prove, that They had diſcovered 
it by their natural Light; but then We may 
obſerve, that ſuch Paſſages are comparatively 
very infrequent, are uſually expreſſed in a ve- 
ry dubious Manner, and are never attempted 
by direct Argument, but only incidentally men- 
tioned. Had They Themſelves proved the 
Point, They would in this, as in other Caſes, 
have given Us the Foundation and Courſe of 
their Argument; from whence It may ſeem 
probable, that even their imperfect Notion of 


. _ perhaps proceed from Traditional Re- 
yelation 
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latin It may thew, that the greateſt Ma- 
ters of Reaſon did not ſee Any Thing ſo hor- 
id Abſurd in this Doctrine, as has been repre- 
ſented, but It will never prove, that It 0 
abſolutely diſcoverable by Reaſon only: _.. 
It is from Scripture therefore, that We 25 
produce the Evidence of the Eternity of future 
Puniſhment ; and in This It ſhines ſo illuſtriouſ- 
u that One ſhould have thought, the only 
poſſible Queſtion muſt have been, concerning 
the Evidence of the Scripture Icſelf, If the 
Doctrine be thought not agreeable to Reaſon, 
This might reflect on the Authority of that 
Revelation; but that It is the real Doctrine of 
the Bible, might have been eſteemed plain be- 
jond the Poſſibility of a Controverſy. Had It 
been any Speculatiye Point, any Notional Sy- 
tem, which had,no Relation to our Practice 
in this World, or our State in the Other, and 
had been ſet forth with half that Clearneſs and 
Luſtre, certainly It had never met with a fin- 


ge Opponent; and were We to refer it to 


any impartial Heathen, who believed neither 
the Article itſelf, nor the Scripture in which 
lt is revealed, yet He would make no Scruple 
to determine, that It was evidently taught and 
nculcated in that pretended Revelation, It 
s not a Conſequence gradually deduced by Ar- 

gument 


fu] 


gument from intricate Paſſages, or other Do- 
ctrines, but taught in the plaineſt and moſt 
expreſs Terms. -- It is not a ſingle Doctrine 
or Declaration, but frequently repeated, and 
almoſt continually inculcated throughout the 
New Teſtament. -- It is not in ii uniform 
confined Phraſe, which might be liable to E. 
vaſion, but the Expreſſions are varied, and E- 
very Term of like Import is uſęd, which may 
confirm and eſtabliſh the Senſe of Each Other. 
Had the Gracious Author of our Religion real- 
ly intended to eſtabliſh this Doctrine, He could 
not have done it in any fuller or ſtronger Man- 
ner, in Terms leſs liable to Perverſion or Eva- 
fion. The State of the Miſerable is pronoun- 
ced to be endleſs, their Perſons immortal, their 
| ſufferings irreverſible. Every poſſible Ground 
of Hope is cut off, and every poſſible Circum- 
ſtance added, which may raiſe or extend the 
Idea of irretediable Miſery. But no Words 
can expreſs it more ſtrongly than the very 
Words of the Sacred Writings, or exclude 
more effectually any evaſive Diſtinctions, which 
might weaken the Belief of this Article. As 
This Vengeance is here denounced againſ 
"Thoſe, who obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, I ſhall confine Myſelf to that Goſpel, to 


the Scriptures of the New Teftament. Ti 
. Lord 


(12) 


5 Feſus, ſays my Text, ſhall be revealed fon 


Heaven, in flaming Fire taking Vengeance on 
Tranſgreſſors, Who ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 
laſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord, 
and from the Glory of his Power. The Wicked, 


ſays our Saviour, ſhall go into zwerlaſting Puniſh- 


ment Mat. 25. 26. The very Sentence ſhall be, 
Depart Ye curſed into everlaſting. Fire prepared 


| for the Devil and his Angels. 4x. In a Meta- 


phorical Manner the ſame Doctrine is taught, 
when We are told, that He ſhall burn up the 


Chaff with unquenchable Fire. Mat. 3. 12, Luke 


3. 17. Eternal Judgment is Heb. 6. 2. ſpoken of 


as One of the firſt Principles of the Doctrine 
of Chriſt. And leſt ſach conciſe, tho' full De- 
clarations might be miſapprehended or per- 
vyerted, It is elſe where delivered in a more pa- 
_ raphraftical Form. It is called Going into Hell, 
into the Fire, that never ſhall be quenched; where 
their Worm dieth not, and the Fire ts not quench- 
ed. And It is thrice repeated in the ſame Place 
with ſingular Fervency and Exactneſs. Mark 
9. 43 &c, To ſach ſays St. Jude 13. is reſerved 
the Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. The Smoke 


of their Torment ſays the Book of Revelations 


14. IT. aſcendeth up for ever and ever, and They 
have no R ft Day nor Night, and again, 20. 10. 


Such are and * be tormented Day and Nigbe 


=.» 
for ever and ever. Theſe are the Texts, which 
more immediately aſſert and deſcribe the end- 
leſs Duration of the Puniſhment of the Wick. 
ed. There are Others, which in equivalent 
Terms repreſent the Severity of it, the forlorn 
deſperate and hopeleſs State of Thoſe, who 
ſuffer in it. And to render this plain and con- 
cluſive Evidence unevadable, We may obſerye 
briefly, that as ſuch Declarations relate to Be- 
ings immortal in their own Nature, there is 
no Room to interpret away the Force of them 
by any relative limited Conſtruction of Them 
but They muſt be taken abſolutely and pob. 
tively; -- as They are in ſome Paſſages by di- 


rect Connection ſpoken of in the ſame exten- 


ſive Terms, as the everlaſting Rewards of the 
Righteous, therefore They are farther con- 


firmed and demonſtrated by all thoſe ſeveral 


Texts, which in a Variety of Terms repreſent 


the endleſs, eternal, unalterable Joys of the 


_ Bleſſed; -- * particularly, as They are ſome- 
times diſtinguiſhed from, and placed in Op- 
poſition to the View of Non-Exiſtence, there- 


fore there can be no Refuge in the comfort- 


leſs Proſpect of Annihilation. And theſe Ob- 


ſervations will be yet farther ſtrengthened by 


an Examination of the Objections of this Au- 


thor, upon this Point of the Evidence of this 


Doctrine 


1 
Doctrine; the Evaſions, which He offers to 
invalidate the plain and cogent weight of it. 

And firſt He obſerves, 2 as All that have 
gone before Him upon this Article, have ob- 
ſerved before Him, that the Original Words, 
moſt generally uſed by the Sacred Writers to 
determine the Duration of the Puniſhment of 
the Wicked, do not neceſſarily ſignify Eter- 
nal becauſe We ſometimes find them applied 
to Subjects of a Temporary Duration; from 
phence if any Concluſion is drawn to the Dif: 
advantage of our Argument, It muſt be This, 
which One ſhould not think an Intelligent 
Writer could impoſe upon Himſelf, that be- 
cauſe They cannot always abſolutely ſignify E- 
ternal, when the Senſe is reſtrained and limit- 
ed by the Connection, and by a Subject of a 
temporary and periſhing Nature; therefore 
They are never to be underſtood ſo, when no 
ſuch Reſtraint or Limitation is expreſſed or 
implied. We anſwer plainly and expreſsly, that 
theſe Words do in their Etymology, truly fig- 
nify a proper Eternity, and that if They are 
ſometimes uſed in a leſs ſtrict Senſe, when 
the Nature of the Thing reguires it, yet that 
That can never . as r . 1 11 
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are not to be underſtood abſolutely, „ when 
the Subject is capable of it. They are Terms 


the moſt expreſſive of an endleſs Duration, of 


Any that can be uſed or imagined; and They 
always ſignify ſo far poſitively. endleſs, as to 
be expreſs againſt any other Period or Concly- 
ſion, than what ariſes from the Nature of the 
Thing. They are never uſed in Scripture in any 
other limited Senſe, than to exclude all poſi- 
tive Abolition, Annihilation or Concluſion, o- 
ther than what the natural Intent and Conſti- 
tution of the Subject ſpoken of muſt neceſſa- 


rily admit. -- Yet on this ſo flender a Remark 


| unſupported by Reaſon and Argument, and 
undefended from the obyious Anſwer always 
given to it, the whole Evidence of Scripture 
in this Article is ſet afide; and the Words ar- 
bitrarily and currently rendred laſting, which 
_ evidently ſignify Everlaſting Puniſhment. No 
Evaſion is ſo much as offered to invalidate the 
natural and primary Signification of the Term 
uſed. The Word Aldnes, which is the Word 
| generally uſed by the Sacred Writers, is We 
know, derived from the Adverb a, which ſig- 
nifies for ever, and cannot without Force be 
uſed in any lower Senſe, and particularly This 
is the Word, by which the Eternal and Im- 
mutable Attributes of the Deity are ſeveral 

Times 


— 
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Times expreſſed. 2 This was the very Term 
iſed by our Bleſſed Lord Himſelf i in that moſt 
plemn Deſcription Mat. 25. of the laſt Judg- 
nent and final Puniſhment of the Wicked, 

herein He pronounces it to be everlaſting, in 
the ſame Form as He ſets forth the everlaſt- 
ng Reward of the Righteous. But to this 
atter Remark This Author attempts a Reply; ; 
Which may be conſidered as 

A Second Objection to the Scriptural Evi- 
&nce of this Truth. He tells us firſt, be that 
ache Uſe of the Same Word in Both Caſes 
«does not imply the equal Duration of the 
A puniſhment and Reward.” Really Any per- 
on would be apt to ſuppoſe It did, without 
ome ſubſtantial Reaſon to the contrary, and 
or this He only refers Us to the Ordinances 
of Moſes, Many of which were called rue 
we, which yet were not of equal Duration. 
| anſwer, All of the ſame Kind were of equal 
Duration. The Moral Laws, which oblige all 
Men in a State of Society, are for ever binding, 
that is, as long as Men ſhall be continued in this 
World; but the ceremonial Laws, which related 
particularly to the Jews, were everlaſting only in 
chis _— that * were never to be —— | 


ec... 


* 


PO. 28. Jer. 19.10; Rom. 16.26. 1Tim. l. 17. b P. 39. 
80 C ed 
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ed, whilt ehe Jewiſh Religion and Polity it. 


ſelf ſubſiſted, till They were ſuperſeded by the 
Revelation of the Goſpel. But there is no Room 
for any ſuch Diſtinction in the Caſe of Reward 
and Paniſhments. The Subject is the Same, 
an Immortal Soul, (in its Reunion with a Body 


ſo different from That which at preſent We 
bear about Us, that It will be Immortal like. 


wiſe) and therefore equally capable of Eternal 
Happineſs or Miſery. --- Yet without Regard 
to this plain Diſtinction, He proceeds to ſome 
wild and fanciful Conjectures of the Duration 
of the ſeveral Ans, or Ages, and concludes 
with this Remark very applicable to Himſelf, 
2 c So fooliſh and fatal a Thing is it, to leave 
« our Original Guides. the Sacred Writings, 


«and their plain and honeſt Language, and 


ec to follow Modern Party Men and Schoolmen 
jn their wild Hypotheſes and unaccountable 


* Interpretations.” To exemplify this, We are 
farther deprived of the Benefit of this Argu- 


ment of the equal Duration of Pumiſhment and 
Reward, by a newer and bolder Hypotheſis. 
The Everlaſting Joys of the Righteous are de- 
nied, as well as the everlaſting Sorrows of the 
Wicked. Þ Oar Hopes are limited as well as 


1 


P. 40. 5 P. 43 & 134. | 
= our 


wi | 


our Fears, and the Expectation of Eternal 


Happineſs to Thoſe, who belieye and obey, 


is likewiſe cenſured, exploded and ridiculed. . 
The Beſt of Thoſe, who ſerve God in Since- 
rity and Truth, are left to no better Proſpect 


than That of Annihilation; and after the Enjoy- 
ment, however laſting, of the Delights of Hea- 
ren, are finally to end in Inſenſibility and No- 
thing: A Conſideration, which would diſcou- 


tage the Progreſs of Virtue, damp the Satiſ- 
faction of the Reward of it, contradi our 


natural Defire of Immortality, and which at 
the ſame Time contradicts the whole Stream 
of Scripture Evidence, and defeats the- No- 
tion of Life and Immortality brought ro Light 


thro the Goſpel. The longer continuance in- 


deed of Rewards than of Puniſhments is allow- 
ed by this Author, and the Difference calcu. 
lated, * and the whole is built on ſo many 
Conjectures, Suppoſitions, and Imaginations, 
that where Men are not fond of Novelties, or 
the ſuppoſed Learning of the Author does not 
give Sanction to his wildeſt Notions, This Part 
of the Performance may be truſted, without 
Danger, to the Peruſal of Any Reader; Who 
vill find This Doctrine already confuted in his 


3 


a As 2 or 3 to 1000. p. 1 33. 
| | On 
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own Breaſt ; Who will find a Deſire of Eternal 
Exiſtence implanted. in his Nature, which He 
will not believe the Gracious Author of it 
could place there to no End, on Purpoſe to 
defeat it. I proceed en e to 

A Third Objection againſt the Evidence of 
the Eternity of future Puniſhment. On Sup. 
poſition that the Words here uſed do truly ſis. 
nify Eternal and Everlaſting, yet He has a Pad 
ther Refuge in canvaſſing the Terms uſed to 
denote the Puniſhment, Which He will con- 
tend, do ſignify, not poſitive Pain or Miſery, 
but only a Privation of Being. My Text ſays, 
that the wicked ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction; Which Deſtruction He ſup- 
poſes Þ to mean a Loſs of their Being, a Pe- 
riod of their Exiſtence, an utter and final An- 
nihilation. Thus He explains and applies ſome 
other Terms, as That of Perdition and the 
ſecond Death, e which He ſuppoſes to be li- 
terally meant, and to confirm the ſame ſenſe. 


-- To which It may be anſwered, that if there 


was any Difficulty in theſe Expreſſions, It muſt 


be regulated by the Meaning of thoſe others, 


which ſpeak of the ſame Subject. Now the De- 
nunciations and Deſcriptions of poſitive Pain 
22 1 cannot poſſibly mean — 


4 P. 36. b v. 43 5. 


and 


1 
and Non-Exiſtence, whereas the Terms of De- 
ſtruction, Perdition and Death, are very cap- 
able at leaſt of ſignifying a State of actual ſuf- 
fering. It may be anſwered farther, that They 
are not only capable of ſuch Signification, but 
that They are evidently uſed in that Senſe, and 
ſo applied, as to determine and confine them to 
it. Thus in the Text the Deſtruction ſpoken of, 
is not a Deſtruction of their Exiſtence, but a 
Deſtruftion from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
from the Glory of his Power, a State of Separa- 
tion from the Divine Majeſty and Goodneſs. 
It is ſpoken of as a State of Puniſhment, and 
Reſult of Vengeance, and therefore cannot 


mean Annihilation, which according to his 


Scheme will be the final Lot of the Good and 
Virtuous, Nor is This only the certain Senſe 
of the Word in this Place, but in every Place 
in which it is uſed, It bears the ſame Senſe of 
actual Suffering. The Term ox 9, here ren- 
dred Deſtruction, occurs but three Times more 
throughout the New Teſtament, and cannot 

poſſibly in either Place bear the Senſe of An- 
nihilation. The Firſt is That 1 Cor. 5. 5. where- 
in the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Delivering ſuch an Ons 
unto Satan for the DES TROUCTH ON of the 
Fleſh, that the Spirit may be ſaved in the Day 
of the Lord Jeſus : Which needs no Comment 


E 


to deliver it from ſuch Interpretation. The 
next is, 1 Theſſ. 5. 3. For Yourſelves know per-. 
fectly, that the Day of the Lord ſo cometh, as a 
Thief in the Night; For when They ſhall ſay, 
Peace and Safety, then Sudden DESTRUCTION 
cometh upon them, as Travel upon a Woman with 
Child, and They ſball nat eſcape. | Here the Si- 
militude uſed ſhews, that It imports no Priva- 
tion of their Being, no Period of Their Exi- 
ſtence, but actual Pain and Miſery; and the 
very Repreſentation of the Coming of the Day 
of the Lord, the Day of Judgment, when this 
Sudden Deſtruction ſhall come upon Them, 
excludes the Notion of Annihilation, fince ac- 
_ cording to his Hypotheſis They will not be 
annihilated immediately at the Day of Judg- 
ment, but will ſuffer for ſome Time, though 
They are allowed the Hope and Proſpect of a 
Concluſion of their Sufferings. The laſt Place, 
wherein this Terms o is uſed, is 1 Tim. 
6.9. They that will be Rich, fall into Tempta- 
tation and a Snare, and into many fookſh and 
hurtſull Luſts, which drown Men in Deſtruttion 
and Perdition: not in Annihilation certainly, 
but in thoſe painful and miſerable Sufferings, 
which are both the natural and judicial Effects 
of anbounded Luſt and Ambition. In like 
Manner the other Terms here uſed never ſig- 


al 


[27] 

nify a Concluſion of their Exiſtence, but a 
Continuance of it worſe than an abſolute Loſs 
of it. Our Saviour pronounces, It had been Hap- 
py for ſuch an One never to have had a Being; 
rather than to have incurred the Woe denoun- 
ced to the Height of Tranſgreſſion. Particular- 
ly as to the Expreſſion uſed in Scripture of the 
Second Death, which He ſuppoſes to. be lite- 
ral, even That ſuppoſition could not favour his 
Cauſe,or be interpreted into utter Annihilation; 
but however the Scripture itſelf has ſo fixed its 
Meaning, as to exclude a Poflibility of ſuch a 
Conſtruction. For What is the moſt literal and 
natural Import of the Term Death? Not An- 
nihilation certainly, for then We ſhould be in- 
capable of a Second Death; but only an Altera- 
tion of the Manner of our Exiſtence, A Sepa- 
ration of the preſent Parts of our Compoſition. 
If therefore We were to underſtand the Second 
Death in its moſt literal Senſe, according to 
our fixed Idea and Acceptation of the Word, 
It muſt mean another Diſſolution of thoſe _ 
Parts of Us after their Reunion at the Reſur- 
rection; Which, if It returned our Bodies a- 
gain to the Graves and to a State of Inſenſi- 
bility, would yet leave our Souls in a State 
of Perception, and capable of eternal Miſery, 
But the Scripture, which has uſed this Term, 
has 
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"has likewiſe explained it, and left no reaſon. 
able Ground of Doubt concerning the Mean- 
ing of it. As the firſt Death means the Sepa- 
ration of our Souls and Bodies from Each O- 
ther, ſo the Second Death means the Separa- 
tion of Both united from the Enjoyment of 
the Beatifick Viſion; from the Participation of 


that Happineſs for which They were created: 


A Separation, as the Text expreſſes it, from 
the Preſence of The Lord, and from the Glory 
of bis homer; In which conſiſts the Felicity of 
Glorified Saints, and Which may not impro- 
perly. be called the Life of Life itſelf, Thus 
this Second Death is remarkably and emphati- 
cally deſcribed. Rev. 20. 12, 13, 14. 1 ſaw the 
Dead, ſmall and Great, ſtand before God; and 
the Books were opened; and another Book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life: and the Dead 
were judged out of thoſe Things, which were writ- 


ten in the Books, according to their Works. And 


the Sea gave up the Dead, which were in it, and 
Death and Hell, or Hades, delivered up the Dead, 
which were in yd and They were juaged E- 
very Man according to their Works. And Death 
and Hell, or Hades, were caſt into the Lake of 
Fire, This is the Second Death. And again Rev. 


21. 8. The Fearful and Unbelieving and the A. 
hominable and Merten; „and Wharemongers. 


and 
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and Sorcerers and Idolaters, and all Lyars, foal! 


ſave their Part in the Lake, which burneth with _ 


Fire and Brim ſtone: Which is the Second Death. 
Can It now admit of a Doubt, whether This 
be the Deſcription of a Privation of Being, or 
of a State of poſitive Suffering? And if It can- 
not, It is ſo far from implying any future Pe- 
riod of this Suffering, that It is demonſtrative a- 
gainſt It. If It had really the Meaning of An- 
nihilation, It would be as concluſive againſt all 
Puniſhment, as againſt the Eternity of Puniſh- 
ment; ſince It is deſcribed: as taking Place at 
the general Judgment; on which Suppoſition 
All who did not enter into Life, muſt inftant- 
y fink into Nothing; whereas This is not ſo 
much as contended for, but would be incon- 
ſiſtent with this Authors own Doctrine; who 
aſſerts a future Retribution, and allows of a 
laſting, tho not an everlaſting State of Miſery. 
But if Having their Portior*the Lake, which 
burneth with Fire and Bri mſtone, Which it the 


Sond Death, be indeed a Deſeription of rea! 


and actual Miſery, then the other Part of that 
Deſcription, that Death and Hell, or Hades, 
Jbould then be caſt into the Lake of Fire, is ſtrong 
and unanſwerable for the Perpetuity of that 
Miſery. It teaches that there was no farther Ex- 


lectation of any other Diſſolution, No Grave 
, D —: 


| _ Themſelves; the Pythagoreans eſpebially, ſpoke 


Viſtinction which They uſed to reconcile the 


. 
for the Body, No Separate State for the De 
parted Soul, but that All was irreverſibly. ſy}. 
lowed up and concluded in the preſent Scete 
of Ruin and Miſery. Thus that no Ambiguig 
of a Word might be wreſted to ſupport a falſt 
Doctrine, the Inſpired Writer, who uſed the 
Term of the Second Death, took Care to dete 
mine the Meaning of it, and threw: that k 
conſiſted in all the miſerable Conſequences af 
the Loſs of the Morious Preſence of our Maker 
and Preferyer.. Nor is this the Language ou 
of the Sacred Writers. Some of tlie Philoſophers 


Aude fame Srils. © Ther taught che mts: 
when diſcburſing of the Divine-Dereliction af 
them, made Mention of their Dying; and the 


.appearing Inconſiftency, was ſuch as à Believer 
of the Chriſtian Revelation would have aſel. 
It doth not die, ſay They, “ by a Ceſſation 
ec if its Eſſence but a Deprivation of its Di- 
et nity, not by a Loſs uf its Being, hut by a 
cc Loſs of that which is the Perfection of its 
e This Diſtinction is taken from Hie. 
f — nem ws Sits ples 15 329 2 gr 2 II 

8 an, 71 vd ib in d Sr I b 
5 Hierbel. in Cam. Pythag. nne 
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ocles, tho from the Truth and Exactneſz of it 
it might ſeem to have come from higher Au- 
thority. It is ſufficient however to ſhew the 

Vanity of inferring any Hopes of Extinction 
tom the Scriptural Expreſſion of the Second 
Death, ſince the Philoſophers Themſelves ſpoke 
the fame Language; and We are told farther; 
that This very Expreſſion was proyerhially vicd 7 
by the Jews in the ſame. Senſe; + _ 

A Fourth Objection to the Evidedte of Seri 


ture on this Article, is of a ſiugular Nature, 


ind evidences a very ſtudious and induſtrious 
Care to evade the Conviction of the ſtrongeſt 
Light. Tho the foremention d Terms be al- 
bed to ſignify truly and properly Eternal, 
ad to denote a real and actual State of Pu- 
nhment, yet even This He will not acknow- 

kge as concluſiye for the Eternity of the Sf. 
ferings of the Unhappy Perſons involved in it. 
De their Worm. dieth not, and their Fire is not 
ſuenched; tho the Smoke of their Torment aſcend- 
th up for ever and ever, yet All. This, according 
to this Author, may be literally true, and yet 
may not infer the Perpetuity of the Torments 
of the Damned; The Evaſion is, that the Fire 
lle inſiſts is to be underſtood literally; and 
This may be Prepared. for endleſs — tho 


2. %//n0 2 .. 


Each 
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it, may not continue as long, as the State, that 


He is caſt into. Thus They may be ſaid to 
go into Everlaſting Puniſhment, and to be caſt 
into the Fire, that never ſhall be quenched, 
tho' their own Perſonal Sufferings may find an 


End therein; not by any poſitive Act of Au- 


nihilation, but by a natural Conſumption in 
that State. Their Worm ſhall not die, nei. 
<« ther ſhall their Fire be quenched, that is, 
ſays He, 2 They ſhall have the Fleſh of their 
* Carcaſes devoured by Worms and burnt with 
«Fire, whilſt No One ſhall take away the 
« Worms, or quench the Fire, before ſuch 
e Carcaſes are utterly deſtroyed,” This Re. 
fuge, ſuch as it is, was borrowed from the fi- 
med Author of the Leviathan, who interpret- 
ed away the Evidence of Scripture upon this 
Article in the ſame Manner, b and inſiſted, 
that on Suppoſition there was real Proof, that 
the Torments of Hell ſhall be Eternal, yet that 
there was not equal Proof, that the Sufferings 
of particular Perſons ſhall be coeternal with 
that State and Place. But this Diſtinction is 
not only arbitrary and without Evidence, un- 
ſupported: 15 Argument o or n e but 1 1 


— 
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likewiſe inconſiſtent with itſelf, and cannot 


anſwer the ſlender Purpoſe even of Evaſion. 
For if We are to account for theſe Things ac- 
| cording to the natural Courſe of Things, and 


that according to the preſent Courſe of Na- 


ture; if their Carcaſes are to be conſamed by 


Worms and by Fire, and particular Perſons are 


to periſh in Time by the very Effects of their 
Torments, What then is to be the Fuel or 
Foundation of the Everlaſtingneſs of thoſe 


Torments Themſelves ? Is the Worm that ne- 
ver dies, to feed on Nothing, and' the Fire 

that never ſhall be quenched, to be preſerved 
for no End or Uſe? If ſome extraordinary 
Sinners are to be the Miſerable Subjects of it, 
then the great Objection however is given up, 
for if Eternal Puniſhment were Unjuſt in it- 


ſelf, It muſt be fo in every ſingle Inſtance. 
Nay the ſame Conſideration is applicable, if 


He ſhould ſuppoſe, that This ſiery State ſhould 


be continued for the Puniſhment only of the 


Devil and his Angels, for whom It was origi- 
nally prepared. But He ſeems defirous to give 
up that Suppoſition, and is much inclined to 
Origen's Notion of the Poſſibility of the final 


Salvation of the Devil Himſelf. This He ac- 
knowleges to be a deſireable Notion. © There 


fe): 


« can be no Obſtacle; He ſays, 2 C to his Be. 


lief of that Doctrine, but the Suppoſal of an | 
« utter Moral Incapacity in the Conſtitution 


al theſe Worſt of Free- Agents, ever repent- 


ing and amending;, Without which Repent- 
cc ance and Amendment, as ſuch Creatures cans 


&« not, ſo It is no Ways deſireahle that They 


de ſhould ever be made Happy either in this or 
te another World, Nor do I believe,” continues 


| He, «that Origen Himſelf would have .defi; 
red or expected a Thing ſo impoſſible. Had 
He applied the ſame Conſideration to Man- 
kind, He had perhaps ſolved the greateſt Part 
of the Difficulty. of this Article. It is that Mo. 
rat Incapacity of their Repenting and Amend- 


ing, who wont out of This World finally Im- 
penitent, Which is the great Obſtacle to the 


Poſſibility of their Reſtitution or Deliverance, 
v hilſt the Immortality of their Nature maſt per- 
petuate their Exiſtence in that wretched Condi- 
tion,. For were We to allow each Part of the 
Suppoſition before made, Were the Worms 


and Fire and Smoke of Neceſſity to be under- 


ſtood literally, and were the Bodies of the 
Wicked in the State of their Reſurrection cap» 


able of of being 50 bk Wen vet 
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FT 2, © 
the Immaterĩality of their Souls maſt be above 
the Power of thole Conſumers, and ſtill con- 
tinne Them in an unperiſhable Duration: And 
even all his own boaſting Expreſſions of De- 
monſtration and Videry « do upon this Part of 
che Subject fink to low, as to ſay, 2 «that as 
Worms and Fire, which are to be the Agents 
in this Deſtruction, are only of Themſelves 
« capable of deſtroying the Body, and as no'o- 
«cher Text ſpeaks directly of the Deſtruftion 
c of the Soul; ſo there n no Mom for Hope, that 
«the Soul may not chen be utterly deſtroyed, 
«but may remain capable of a Second Reſur- 
c rection after the Second Deach is over. How 
This can be reconciled with his own Inter pre- 
tation of the Second Death, miglit rea ſonabſſ 
be enquired, but 1 kh procerl 4e of, 
that there is no Neceflity for the One, and 
there is poſitive Evidence againft the other 
Part of the ſorementioned Suppoſition. It may 
be, that the Bire is not material, but that That, 
which octalions the acuteſt Pain and Miſery 
to Us in our preſeut State, may fitly be wide 
che blem of the Severity of our Puniſnmetit 
in che next; and the Conjenction of Fire and 
dana whizh: could * — 
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' renders this the more probable. However We 


are expreſiy told, that our Bodies, which are 


enn in Corruption, ſhall be raiſed in Incorrup- 
tion, and again, without Diſtinction to the 
Righteous or the Wicked, that 2h Corruptible 


85 Body ſhall put on Incorruption, and This Mortal | 


ſpall put on Immortality, ſhall be purged from 
its periſhable Properties, and tho capable of 
Pain, will be incapable of Diſſolution, Nay 
the Notion, that It would be liable to be con- 
ſumed by Fire and Worms, is again inconſi- 
Ment with the Doctrine of /aſt:ng Pumiſhment, 
ſince ſuch Bodies as ours, would ſpeedily peri 
in that Condition. | 

A Fifth Objection to the Evidence of this 
Article from the Sacred Writings, may be col- 
lected from ſome ſcattered Remarks on ſome 
other Texts and Paſſages of Scripture, which 
are produced as inconſiſtent with, or as inva- 
lidating-the Force of Thoſe, which are urged 
in Confirmation of this Doctrine. And the 
Firft and Chief of theſe, with which He begins, 
2 and which He frequently repeats or refers 
to, is That Expreſſion of our Saviour Mat. 12 
32. wherein He -pronounces, that the Sin a- 
| Saint the Holy Ghaſt ſhall not be — 


39+ 5 : 
wither in this World neither in the World to come. . 
from whence He 1nfers, that Other Sins may 
after a temporary Puniſhment in the other 
World, meet at length with Forgiveneſs; or 
in his own Words, 2 that Some Sins not for- 
«given in this World or Age, will be forgiven 
in the World or Age to come.” Now ſhould 
We allow even this Interpretation, yet this 
very Text is concluſive for the irremiflible 


endleſs Puniſhment of ſome Sins at leaſt. Tf 
the Torments of Some were only Purgatory, 
and there was Hope of their being remitted 
hereafter, yet Others are left Hopeleſs by the 
very Diſtinction, and the Sentence is expreſs, 
that Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
never be forgiven, as St. Mark more diſtinctiy 
expreſſes it, 3. 29. This is a very convincing 
Evidence then of the Eternity of future Suffer- 
ings in One Inſtance, whereas It is his earneſt 
Intent and Endeavour to diſprove the Poſſi- 
bility of it in every Particular. But farther, 
This Text does not imply any Thing like Pur- 
gatory, or a temporary Puniſhment in the o- 
ther World. The Sentence is, that the Sin 
ſpoken of, Joall not be forgiven, neither in this 
World, neither in the World to come; ſhall not be 
— that 1 . ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed both 
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: 1 and hereafter. Some Sins, ſuch as are 


conſiſtent with a general Good Intention, and 
habitual Deſire of diſcharging our Duty, may 
meet with their proper Puniſhment in this 
World, that They may not prejudice our Salva. 
tion in the next. The Frailties and caſual Tranf. 
greſſions of the Righteous are often thus cor- 
rected here, that They may not be obnoxious 
to heavier Puniſhment hereafter ; and even the 
Wicked, who are not deemed incorrigible, are 
favoured with the ſame wholſome Diſcipline, 
in Hopes of their future Amendment and Pre- 
ſervation: as St.Paul determined in the Caſe of 
the Inceſtuous Perſon, 20 deliver ſuch an One 


unto Satan for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that 


the Soul might be ſaved in the Day of the Lord 


| Jeſus. 1 Cor,5.5. Thus ſome Wicked Men may 


bave their Portion of Suffering in this Life; O- 


thers are permitted to proſper in this World, 


being reſerved for an heavier Doom in the 
next; Whilſt Thoſe, whoſe extraordinary Vices 
require an uncommon Judgment, are marked 
out for Puniſhment both here and hereafter. 
Their preſent Miſeries are only Anticipations 


and Earneſts of ſeverer Vengeance in Rever · 


ſion, and their Sins are not forgiven, neither 
in this World, neither in the World to come, This 
is the plain Meaning of the Expreſſion, refer- 


ring 
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ring to the Seaſon of Vengeance, in which the 
only Diſtinction is made betwixt this World 
and the Other; but there is not either in the 
Letter or the Scope of the Sentence any Inti- 
mation given of any temporary Puniſhment in 
the next Life, or any Hopes of Remiſſion af: 
ter ſome purgative Sufferings therein. And 
to confirm this, We ought not to paſs by un- 
obſerved that particular Notion and Tenet of 
the Jews to whom this Speech was delivered, 
and to which our Saviour did apparently there- 
in refer. It was a prevailing Opinion among 
them, at that Time, and is. ſtill to be found 
in their Writings, that Nothing but Apoſtacy 
from his Religion could finally deprive a Jew 
of the Favour of his Maker, The Privileges 
of their Covenant They looked upon to be ſo 
great, that if They did not wholly renounce 
it, They ſhould for the Sake of that be Secure 
of Happineſs in the next World, tho They 
might be able for their Tranſgreſſions to 
ufferings in this. Some Sins, They taught, 
vould be forgiven immediately upon Repent- 
ance; Others at the great Day of Expiation; 
vhilſt more Heinous Tranſgreſſions would re- 
quire a longer Time, and heavier temporal 
Puniſhments: They might not be forgiven, till 
their very * hence, when, as Iſraelites 
| They 


[99 1 
They would not fail to be admitted to the 
Glorious Preſence of their Maker. To this 
Our Lord alludes, corrects the Error, and aſ. 
ſures them, that ſome obſtinate, wilful, habi- 
tual Tranſgreſſions, would deſtroy all Hopes 
of Mercy and Favour, would not be expiated 
at their Death, but would meet with Ven- 
geance beyond the Grave, would invalidate 
all the Privileges of their Covenant, and would 
not be forgiven, neither in this World, neither 
in the World to come 2. This ſeems a clear and 


A r 


— 


Tho“ This i is, I think, the true Senſe of this Paſſage, and is 
confirmed by that ſignal Fact of that unexampled Vengeance, 

which even in this World befell the Jewiſh Nation, which con- 
tinued to blaſpheme the Holy Ghoſt, and to reject the Power- 
full Evidence of his moſt ſupernatural Operations; yet neither 
is That Interpretation of Thoſe to be diſregarded , who ſup- 
poſe this Phraſe to ſignify, that the Sin ſpoken of was not par- 
donable under any diſpenſation or Religion, Jewiſh or Chri- 
| ſtian. For the Jews looked on the Days of Meſſiah as a later Sue 
and Diſpenſation of the Church, to ſucceed their own; on which 
Account it is called the laſt Days, If. 2.2. & Heb. 1. 2. and te 
la Time, 1 John 2. 18. and the World to come, Heb. 6.5. And 
fome Sins were to be atoneable among Chriſtians, for which 
there was no Atonement among the Jews, ſince by Chrift They 
were to be juftified from thoſe Things, from which They could not be jufti- 
fied by the Law of Moſes. Acts 13. 39. And therefore when Chiiſt 
ſays, This Blaſphemy /ball not be forgiven in this World nor in the 
| World 10 come, He is thought by Many to mean the ſame as, net- 
ther to be forgiven in the Jewiſh State, whilſt It laſted, nor in 
the Chriſtian after it, neither Moſes, nor He, having provided 
any Sacrifice or W ſor it. 


ratio- 
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rational Explanation of the Text, and entire- 
ly foreign to.the Point of the temporary Tor- 
ments of Hell. -- The next, which occurs, is 
that difficult Paſſage in 1 Pet. 3. 19. wherein 


the Apoſtle tells Us, that Chriſt was put to 


Death in the Fleſh, but quickned by the Spirit; 
By which alſo He went and preached unto the 

Sparits in Priſon, Which ſometimes were Diſobe- 
dient, when once the Long- Suffering of God wait- 
ed in the Days of Noah. And This, after a 


Popiſh Interpretation, is offered as a Proof, 


that Þ© Theſe were capable of that Repent- 
«ance in Hades, which They could not be 
«brought to by the Preaching of Noah.” But 
ſince This Interpretation not only comes in- 
conſiſtently from a Proteſtant Writer, but is 
offered without any Attempt of an Argument, 


new or old, to ſupport it, to vindicate it from 
the Exceptions made againſt it, or to confute 


the rational and coherent Conſtruction of this 


Paſſage by ſeveral real Proteſtants,» I ſhall on- 


ly obſerve, that This Interpretation, if allow- 
ed, will no Way affect the Argument of the 
Eternity of future Puniſhment ; fince accord- 


ing to this A- our Saviour did not go 


« P. 45. & 111. b See Stephens's $ Sermons. Vol, rſt. Serm. 9 
and Dr J. Edwards Diſſert. on 1 Pet. 3, 19. 
to 


„ 


to preach to Thoſe in Hell, to give Them an. 
other Opportunity of recovering the favour 


of their Creator; but to Thoſe, who were in 


Hades, the State of Departed Souls betwixt 
Death and Judgment, to preach to Them that 
Goſpel, which They did not hear, whilſt on 

Earth. But if This was intended as an Article 


of Tryal and Probation, the Poſſibility and 


Penalty of rejecting it, would be ſtill the 
ſame, as if They had heard it on Earth; and 
That Suppoſition could not invalidate the ge- 
neral Denunciations of everlaſting Deſtruction 


to Thoſe who know not God, and obey not the 


_ Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. -- The Parable 


of the Rich Man and Lazarus 1s likewiſe with 
ſurprizing Confidence urged againſt the Unal - 


terableneſs of future Puniſhment, tho It was 
the very Intent of the Parable to inculcate it. 


Both the Crime and Puniſhment of the Rich 


Man are miſrelated, and his Torment, how 
great ſoever, ſaid to be a2“ only Medicinal, and 
<« deſigned for his Converſion and Salvation, 
tand not for his Deſtruction. This again is 


offered without the leaſt Support or Proof. 


The Firſt Reading of the Parable ſhe vs the con- 
_ trary, and Every farther Reflection confirms 
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it. His Puniſhment is expreſsly declared to be 
helpleſs and irreverſible, and He for that very 
Reaſon repreſented as ſollicitous to prevent 
the like dreadful Ruin of his Brethren. --- It 
may ſeem ſomewhat more plauſible, which He 
farther obſerves, and delivers with a peculiar 
Triumph, It having never,” He ſays, ac been 
«hitherto obſerved by any Commentator; that, 
except a ſingle Place in the Revelations, re- 
*lating to Gog and Magog, or to People ut- - 
6 terly unknown to Us, the Puniſhment of the 
«Wicked is never properly ſaid to be for more 
{than ny ave, or an Age, a ſingle Ape, in all 
«the Books of the Old and New Teſtament: 
What other Beings or Actions ſoever are 
there ſaid to be for awyss or for atavs ray d 
4%, Ages, or Ages of Ages.” In Anſwer to. 
which We may obſerve, Firſt, that This Ob- 
ſervation, if true, is trifling and foreign, ſince 
by the Liberty, which He aſſumes, of tranſ- 
ating aiaves ray alu,, by Ages of Ages, even 
That Expreſſion would no more have aſcer- 
tained the Eternity of its Continuance, than 
the Other, nor could Any have been poſſibly 
uſeq,, which by the like Liberty might not 
have been eyaded. We may obſerve Second 
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ly, that This Remark is falſe in itſelf; that It 
is not a fingle Paſſage, in which this Expreſ- 
fion is uſed, but that It is three Times repeat- 
ed in this Book of Revelations. Again Third. 
ly, If It was only uſed in this Paſſage, yet if 
It ſignifies an Eternal Duration, That One 
would be fully ſufficient, ſince the Point ob-. 
jected to is the Impoſſibility and Injuſtice of 
any eternal Puniſhment; and, as It has already 
been obſerved, if It were in itſelf Unjuſt, It 
mult be ſo in every poſſible Inſtance. - Laſtly, 
if the Remark had been entirely well founded, 
and Aiaves ray Aiavwy had never been uſed of | 
the Puniſhment of the Wicked, yet the Ex- 
preſſion «5 ny Aiave is full as ſignificant and ex- 
preſſive of a proper Eternity, and indeed leſs 
liable ro Evaſion than the Other. For It is 
the Uſe of it in the Plural Number, which 
gives Him the Handle of tranſlating it by E- 
ternities of EternitiesÞ, in order, as He thinks, 
to ſhew the Abſurdity of it; whereas the fin- 
gular Number is not capable of a Tranſlation, 
which can bear ſuch an Appearance: Which, if 
It fignifies an Age, when ſpoken relatively of 
a limited Being, yet means a proper Eternity, 
when ſpoken of a Subject, which is capable of 


— 
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f. He'attempts' however to confirm this; 
by obſerving, that a aid);s, which is generally 
«ſuppoſed; to be much more expreſſive of a 
proper Eternity than ales, is yet uſed in 
«Scripture for a Time limited, or for the Du- 
«ration of the Age or Ages, till the Day of 
judgment, and no longer.” Here again, with- 
out allowing the Suppoſition, that alcuos is more 

expreſſive of a proper Eternity than ans, yet 
the Remark itſelf is entirely without Founda- 
ion, It is not true, that aides is aſed inScripture 
ſor a limited Time, or for the Duration of the 
Age or Ages till the Day of Judgment, and 
0 longer. The Paſſage referred to is Jude 6. 
Tie Angels which kept not their Firſt Eſtate, 
but left their own Habitation, #5 Kejov fred ne 
Wiegs Deo poi aids vm Gov menipnxer, He hath 
ſerved in L ASTING Chains, ſays This 
Tranſlator, under Darkneſs unto the Judgment 
if the Great Day. And this is the Authority, 
on which We are to be deprived of the Force 
of this Text. By an arbitrary Conſtruction of 
Luis Aldlois, by laſting Chains, We are aſſured 
by Mr Hpi ſton, that That is the Meaning of 
t, and by;his-Sentence the Controverſy is to 
be determined; --- But ſince He ſeems to al- 
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low, that aides is a Term the moſt expreſſiye 
of a proper Eternity, We may ask, why the 
| Senſe of it is to be reſtrained in this Place: 
There is no additional Epithet, which might 
explain and limit the Meaning of it, nor does 


the Context require any ſuch Limitation, If 
with our Tranſlation of the Bible, We render 
it, that He bath reſerved the fallen Angels IN 
everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs unto the Juge. 

ment of the great Day, even then there is no 


Intimation expreſſed or implied, that They 


ſhall then be releaſed from their Chains, but 
that to their endleſs Confinement ſhall then 


be added Inflitions of poſitive Pain and Mi- 
ſery. But It is as agreable to the Grammatical 


Conſtruction, and more conſonant to other 


Paſſages of Scripture, to render it, He bath 


reſerved Them Fo R everlaſting Chains undi 
Darkneſs at the Judgment of the great Day. 
They are repreſented as being at preſent at Li 
berty to do Miſchief; The Head of them 1s 
ſtiled the Prence of the Power of the Air, the Spi- 
rit that now worketh in the Children of Diſobe- 


 dience; and is ſaid to walk about ſeeking Mon 


He may devour. This Author in particular la- 
bours this Point at large, and begins his Ob- 


ſcryations upon a View of the Evidence, with 


this 
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his Remark, however foreign a, that «neither 


«the Devil, nor his Angels and Dzmons, nor 


«Wicked Men are to be caſt into Gehenna or 
0 Hell-Fire, till the Day of the great Judg- 
ment; and had He but been fo conſiſtent 
; to Interpret this Text according to that 
Doctrine, He had found aids ſtanding in its 
full Meaning of Eternal. --- The concluding 
Part of thoſe Texts, which are incidentally urg- 
ed, as invalidating the Force of thoſe Others, 
which threaten an eternal Puniſhment, are 


Thoſe, which ſpeak of Different Degrees of 


Puniſhment, that Some will be beaten with 
many, and Others with few Stripes in the fu- 
ture World : «Which moſt naturally,” ſays He, 
b jmplies, that the Puniſhment of Some of 
*the Wicked ſhall be much longer than of O- 
@thers.” We may fairly anſwer, that This 
implies directly the contrary, and that This 1s 


the very Conſideration, that clears up the Ju- 


ſtice of Eternal Puniſhment, that tho their ſe- 
veral States ſhall indeed be irreverſible, yet 
that the Degrees of their Miſery ſhall be diffe- 
rent in Proportion to the reſpective Degrees 
of their Demerit: as I ſhall have Occaſion to 
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ſhew more at large i in vindicating the N 
of this Doctrine. 
The Sixth and Laſt, which can be 8 

ed as an Objection to the Evidence of this 
Doctrine, is This, that It was not received 
and acknowleged by the Primitive Church, at 
leaſt was not inſerted amongſt the Articles of 
their Faith. = And This indeed, if true, would 
be a very material Exception. The Primitive Fa. 
thers had many Advantages for the Interpreta. 

tion of Scripture, which We want; ſuch as their 

Acquaintance with the Apoſtles and Apoſtolical | 
Mien, and their Knowlege of the true Imports of 
Words and Phraſes in Uſe amongſt Them, and 
of Cuſtoms prevailing with Them. They are 
at leaſt unqueſtionable Witneſſes of Matters of 
Fact; and in this View Matters of Opinion 
are really Matters of Fact: that is They in- 
form Us, what Notions and Doctrines did pre- 

vail in the Church at that Seaſon, and the Pre- 
valence of a Doctrine under ſuch Times and 
Circumſtances of Advantages is a high Pre- 
ſamptive Proof of the Truth of it. Had We no 
Evidence therefore of their Belief of it, This 
might be a great Weakning of our own Faith 

in this Article. But This is in Truth the Bold- 
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eſt of all the confident Aſſertions in this Per- 
formance. One ſhould rather have expected, 
that He would have called it an early Error, 


than that He ſhould have denied its Founda- 


tion in Antiquity, and Reception amongſt the 
Firſt Chriſtians. Should We produce all the 
Evidence on our Side, We muſt tranſcribe al- 
moſt all the Apologies and Homilies, all the 
argumentative, and all the Practical Diſcour- 
ſes of the Primitive Defenders of our Faith. 
It muſt however be Difficult to prove their 
Concurrence in this Article to the Satisfaction 
of this Objector, ſince It was hardly poſſible 


for them to expreſs their Senſe of it in Terms 


and Phraſes more determinate, and leſs liable 
to Evaſion, than thoſe which the Sacred Wri- 


ters have uſed; and really a Writer, who can 


tranſlate a ee e, 3% amnwnrys wavy Twv aid 
voy, by indefectible and endleſs Ages of Ages, and 
b hct, for an Endleſs Age, and yet 
in both Caſes reject the proper Eternity in- 
tended by them, is incapable of being convin- 
ced by any Terms; and ſhews, not a Diſpoſi- 
tion to enquire after Truth, but a Reſolution 
of eſtabliſhing his own Opinion, true or falſe. 
For che Satisfaction of more reaſonable and 
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impartial Enquirers, We need only refer Them 
to thoſe very Teſtimonies of the Primitive Fa- 
thers, which He Himſelf has here collected a, 
which ſtrongly confirm the Truth He oppo- 
ſes; and are as expreſs and deciſive, as if They 
had lived to hear the Doctrine diſputed. 1 
ſhall only add, in Oppoſition to what He ob- 
ſerves, that The concluding Article, in the A- 
poſtles Creed, of the Life Everlaſting, was in- 
tended and underſtood to include this Doc- 
trine. An Endleſs State of Exiſtence after the 
Re ſurrection of the Body, of Happineſs to the 
Good, and of Miſery to the Wicked, was here- 


Ro 4 
K 
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u. 


4 Clem. Rom. c & aioriov xoMimu;. Barnab. Or a- 
miu u, Ges. — Herm. Vi. Melius erat illis non naſci. — A- 
poſt. Conſt. ai . — Odrare; dle. «Kc, — Ignat. 4 
View do ue dia. ob Tor wpoo xacger Oran, d To aww, Poly- 
_ Carp. & Eccles. Smyrn. ws vip vd aca undi en ed al- 
vis aνν,. — Juſt. Mart. a . — tn arwrics A wo; 
mda. dy ani fe ai ·— aire Fog, -- c ai, ai. I- 
rene. dt 75 i vip. Tertull. in Ignem æque perpetem & ju- 
gem. — Cyprian, Credite illi qui incredulis æterna Supplicia Ge- 
hennz Ardoribus irrogabit. — Cremabit addictos ardens ſemper 
Gehenna, & voracibus Flammis vorax Poena, nec erit unde habe- 
re Tormenta vel requiem poſſint aliquando vel finem. — Min. 
Felix. Nec Tormentis aut Modus ullus aut Terminus. Illic ſa- 
piens Ignis urit Membra & reficit, carpit & nutrit. — Non dam- 
nis Ardentium paſcitur, ſed inexeſa Corporum Laceratione nutti- 
tur. Lactant. Idem igitur divinus una eademque vi atque Poten- 
tia & cremabit Impios & recreabitʒ & quantum e Corporibus abſu- 
met, tantum reponet; ac ſibi Ipſe æternum Pabulum ſubminiſtrabit. 


by 


LF 
by taught, and all their Comments and Expo- 

ſitions ſo explained it. Aſſoon as the contrary 
Hereſy was broached, It was univerſally cen- 
ſured as a Hereſy ; and then Diſcourſes were 
profeſſedly wrote in Vindication of it, which 
had before paſſed as an indiſputable Truth. 
We might appeal for This to the plain Mean- 
ing of thoſe Authorities, which He has here 
ſet before Us; but I ſhall cite one of Them 
more at large, becauſe It is one of the firſt 
Comments on the Creed, and may ſhew the 
| Senſe of the Ancients concerning the Mean- 
ing of this particular Article. It is That of J. 
rengus a, Tos anos xc adixes 3, dvipys Kc Nau 
rpovs Tay dn pur ds To amy mg min reis 
ds dci ay eorrs, Kay Tas ITONGS ard TITNENKION, 
— 4D apoias I wpnonr a, 1 eg autry l tion. 
And again in that, which This Writer Him- 
ſelf calls his Second Creed. b Mzztens in nem 
eternum Trans figuratores Veritatis, & Contempto- 
res Patris ſui & Adventus ejur. To which I 
ſhall only add that of St Auftin<, Iſtis in æter- 
d Vita vere feliciterque viventibus, illis infeli- 
citer in ætern Morte ſine Moriendi Poteſtate du- 
 rantibus, quoniam Utrique ſme fine. From hence 
We may ſee, that his Charge on Bp Pearſon 


. a Iren. Lib. 1. C. 2. P. 45. Edit. Grabe. b Lib. z. C. 4. P. | 
206. c Tem. Sext. P. 238. Edit, Benedict. 
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and other Modern Commentators, as boldly 
including the Doctrine of future Puniſhment 


in this Article without Authority, is itſelf bold 
and groundleſs, and that It was ſo included 


in the earlieſt Expoſitions, that We meet with. 


And This Interpretation of The Life Everlaſt- 


; ing ought to be the more concluſive and ſatiſ- 
factory to this Writer, becauſe He elſewhere 


contends for the Uſe of Life in this its prima- 
ry Signification, barely as a State of Exiſtence, 
and Death as abſolute Deſtruction and Annihi- 
lation; for here This Acceptation of it would 


ſet Him right, who has been ſo zealous for this 


Senſe of it, where the Senſe will not admit of 


it. But the Uſe of his Terms is often varied 


according to. the Hypotheſis, which He has to 


ſerve; and This is but One of many Inconſi- 


ſtencies to be found i in that Performance. 

I haye thus endeavoured to methodize and 
anſwer the Summ of thoſe Objections, which 
This Author has advanced againſt the Truth 
and Evidence of the Eternity of future Puniſh- 
ment. The Equity and Uſefulneſs of this Doc- 
trine demand and deſerve a diſtinct Conſidera- 


tion. God grant, that This View of the infal-- 


lible Certainty of it may have ſuch Weight with 


Us, that We may never feel a more dreadful 


and experimental Conviction of the Truth of 


ot. 


—— 
— 
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 2Tasss. 178,9. 
The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed 


from Heaven, with his mighty An- : 


gels, In flaming Fire taking Ven- 
geance on Them that know not 
Cod, and that obey not the Goſpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Christ. Who 
ball be puniſhed with everlaſting. 
De ſtruction from the Preſence of 


the Lord, and from the My 4 
his Power. 


« HE Truth and Certainty of the ever- 
laſting Puniſhment of the Wicked 
has already been proved as the 
Subject - Matter of Revelation. The 
Evidence of it from the Sacred Writings has 
been illaftrated and vindicated againſt the Ex- 
ceptions of the lateſt Collector of Objections, 
that has appeared againſt this Article. I have 
already ſhewn, that This is the real Doctrine 
of Scripture; and am now to ſhew, that the 
. Scri- 


1 


Scripture is not to be rejected on Account or 


this Doctrine. The Equity of it is next to be 
conſidered; for It is This Point, which has oc. 
caſioned ſuch zealous Endeavours to diſproye 
the Evidence of it. It is repreſented as in- 
credible in itſelf, and not to be received on x 
ny Pretenfions of Revelation: It is urged 2; 
| inconſiſtent with the Divine Attributes, and 
therefore not capable of being proved by any 
Teſtimony or Courſe of Argument, And if 
This was as clearly demonſtrated, as confident. 
ly afferted, there would be no Method of a. 
voiding the Conſequence, that We muſt re. 
ſign our Religion as an Impoſture, and giveup 
our Bible as a Fable; which has hitherto led 
Us into the Belief of falſe and incredible Doc- 
tine: for that This is the Doctrine of it, has 
been ſhewn at large, and It cannot be diſtin 
guiſhed away but by ſuch Evaſions, as would 
leave uncertain the plaineſt Truth therein con. 
tained. But briefly, in Support of that Re. 
| Velation, which teaches this Doctrine, We 
may demand, Was not that Wiſe and Leary 
ed Age of the World, in which the Goſpel wa 
firſt preached, as capable and as ready to dif 
cern Difficulties and Incredibilities in its DNov- 
trines, as Any of 1 its maſt. malicious Enemies 


at this Day; 3 and yet were not. all their * 
0 ge 
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and ObjeRions overballanced by that incon- 


teſtable Evidence, which the Firſt Preachers 
offered in Confirmation of itꝰ Were not real 
Difficulties a Proof of their Sincerity, ſince 
Nothing but the Love of Truth could have 
reevailed with Them to advance Doctrines, 
to which Men would be backward to give Af- 
ſent > The Natural Method to have promoted 
their Reception, and the Propagation of their 
Religion, would have been to have taught Doc- 
trines and Precepts agreable to the Notions 
and Hamonrs of Mankind; and if This Article 
be ſo ſhocking, and ſo repugnant at firft View 
to the common Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind, 

43 1s pretended, the Appearance even of This, | 
| ay, might be urged as a Confirmation of its 
Truth, ſince Nothing but a Divine Commiſſion 
could have induced them to publiſh ſo unac- 
ceptable a Doctrine. If their Situation and 
Sufferings likewiſe be conſidered, This Argu- 
ment will till be ſtrengthened; for They, who 
reje the Scripture-Teſtimony of Puniſhments, 
muſt ſuppoſe, that Others were in Love with 
puniſhments and Torture, for its own Sake, 
io atteſt it: in which Suppoſition doubtleſs 
there is more Difficulty, than in the Doctrine 
ſo ſtrenuouſſy conteſted. -- With Regard, far- 
_ to Thoſe, who admit the Authority of 

the 


_ 

the Sacred Writings, but think it neceſſary on 
that Account to diſtinguiſh away this Senſe of 
them, as containing a Doctrine inconſiſtent 
with the Attributes of the Divine Author of 
Them, to Theſe It may be obſerved, that lt 
is eaſier for Us to judge of the Senſe of a Di. 
vine Revelation, than of the Extent of the 
Obligations of the Divine Being by Virtue of 
his Attributes. I mean not to ſignify the O. 
pinion of Thoſe, who took this unhappy Me- 
thod of getting clear of ſome Difficulties, by 
ſaying, that the Nature of the Divine Attri 
butes was unknown, and that Juſtice, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs fignify ſomething different in 
the Creator from what They do in the Crea. 
tures. This was certainly in its Conſequence, 
tho not deſigned or perceived, Undermining 
the Foundation of natural as well as revealed 
Religion; but I ſay, that tho theſe Qualities 
and Attributes bear the ſame Meaning in God, 

as in Ourſelyes, for this Reaſon amongſt O- 
thers, becauſe We are bound to imitate them, 
yet that It is eaſier to underſtand the Meaning 
of a Revelation deſigned for our Inſtruction, 
than to judge of the exact Extent of his Pro- 
ceedings by Reaſonings drawn from his Ado- 
reable Attributes; We are ſure, that God will 
do what is right and juſt and good, in = 
pt | 5 Plain 


hed ——_— 


tm). 


plain Senſe of theſe Words, but We cannot 10 
readily judge, What is right and juſt and good 


for Him to do, by our Reafon as by his Re- 
velation. Indeed to pretend to know, by our 


natural Light, what God muſt do by Virtue of _ 


ſuch Attributes, in the vaſt Compaſs of Eutu- 
rity, with Reſpect to his fallen Creatures, is 


as abſurd, as to pretend to be infinitely Wiſe 


Ourſelves, - For as God is ſo for this Reaſon, 


becauſe He knows what Infinite Wiſdom, 


Goodneſs and Perfection require of Him, ſo 
if We knew That, We ſhould be in the ſame 
State of Perfection. But when He communi- 


_ cates to Us, what the General Rules of Pro- 


vidence in the Government of the Univerſe 
require, in Vindication of the Honour of his 
Laws; and that Nothing leſs than irreverſible 
Puniſhment will be the Doom of every wilfal 


15 impenitent Tranſgreſſor; It is not our Part, It 


is not becoming our State or Nature, to ſay, 


This is incredible, and thereupon to reject the 
plain Meaning of Words confirmed by ſundry 


Repetitions, and Variety of ſynonimous Phra- 
ſes, becauſe We are reſolved not to receive a 
Doctrine, which We do not approve. If in- 
deed It were abſolutely inconſiſtent with the 


— firſt Principles and Dictates of Reaſon, This 
um be a * Exception to the Authority or 


* 
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the Meaning of this Revelation. But here We 
are willing likewiſe to join Hue, and as We 
_ confeſs, that Reaſon alone could not prove 
the Neceſſity, ſo We inſiſt, that It cannot dif. 
prove the Equity of Eternal Puniſhment, 
There are many Conſiderations from Rea- 
ſon to be offered in Vindication of it. The 
Dignity of the Majeſty offended; The Autho- 
rity of the Lawgiver, who had a Right to en- 
force his Laws with what Sanctions He thought 
fit; The like Eternal Duration of the Rewards 
propoſed to Obedience; The free Choice of 
the Party intereſted; The perpetual Conti- 
- nuance of the Offences of a Soul immortal in 
its Nature and impenitent in its Diſpoſition; 
are Reaſons of great Weight in the Illuſtra- 
tion of this Argument. But Theſe are ſo well 
| Known, and have been ſo often ſolidly enfor- 
ce d, that I ſhall not at preſent enlarge on them; 
but ſhall proceed to vindicate the Equity of 
this Doctrine, by anſwering the Objections 
made againſt it, confining Myſelf to Thoſe, 
which have been urged by the Ather of the 
Performance before · mentioned. 
The Firſt, which I ſhall take * 1 is in- 
deed founded in direct Infidelity, | but does here 
deſerye Notice, as It has been adopted by this 
Author. Fees, Its Tengeney was not diſ- 
cerned 
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fdels have urged, It relates to the Unprofit- 
ableneſs of future Puniſhments, which, He ſays, 
would be 2“ without any other Advantage to 
Themſelves, (the Perſons Puniſhed) or to O- 
© thers, or to God Himſelf, than as Inſtances 
« of the abſolute and ſupreme Power and Do- 


© minion of the cruel and inexorable Author of 


their Being. Now This, if of any Weight, 
would be as concluſive againſt all, as againſt e- 
ternal” Puniſhment, and Could Any Deiſt ſay 


more? This was not confined to his proper 


Argument of the Eternity of future Inflictions, 
but is inconfiſtent with his own Doctrine, who 
teaches the Notion of a laſting Puniſhment. 


Whatever Advantage therefore, as He expreſſ- 


es it, Whatever Ends were to be anſwered by 
the Infliction of Any After-Puniſhment, might 
be more fully anfwered by the Severity of its 


being Eternal. Farther, if We examine the 


Principle itſelf, We ſhall find it not only in- 
conſiſtent in this Writer, but groundleſs in its 
Notion. For upon this Principle no Puniſh- 
ment could ever be inflicted, which cannot 
become due till after the Commiſſion of the 
Crime; and no final Puniſhment, which only 
is properly Puniſhment, could be inflicted, till 


he Opportunities of Amendment are paſt ; 


« P. 19. | and 


cerned, but It is the very Argument, which In- 
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and then, It ſeems, tis uſeleſs to infli it, and 
muſt argue Cruelty in the Creator, to inflict 
it unneceſſarily. This is One of the neweſt as 


well as boldeſt Flights of Infidelity. Hitherto 


It has been thought ſome Difficulty to account 
for the Juſtice of God in deferring Puniſh- 


ment, now It ſeems, tis diſcovered, that tis 
unreaſonable and cruel ever to inflict it. -- But 
to conſider more cloſely his Argument. End- 
«leſs Puniſhment, He ſays, would be without 


 Gany other Advantage to Themſelves,” i. e. 


the Perſons puniſhed, © or to Others, or to 
“God Himſelf, than as Inſtances of the abſo- 
« Jute and ſupreme Power and Dominion of 
ce the Cruel and Inexorable Author of their Be- 
ee ing. This is boldly, arbitrarily, and I may 
ſay, prophanely aſſerted. Endleſs Puniſhment 
cannot, We muſt confeſs, be of any Adyan- 
tage to the Perſons Themſelves, after the Day 
of Trial is paſt, and the gracious Opportuni- 
ties of Repentance and Amendment are neg- 
lected and gone. When It comes to be in- 


flicted, poſitive Miſery and deſpairing Reflec- 


tions only can enſue. But whilſt This Doc- 


trine is preached unto Us, whilſt We are fore- 


warned of our approaching Danger, this De- 
nunciation of Eternal Vengeance is of real Ad- 


ene It 1 is for the * of Mankind, 
that 
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dat their Duty ſhould be thus powerfully en- 
forced, and Many doubtleſs owe their Title to 
the Joys of Heaven, to their Belief and Ap- 
xchenfions of the Torments of Hell. They 
ze, as They ought to be, influenced by their 
Hopes and Fears; and entring on the Perfor- 
nance of their Duty on theſe Principles, grow 
ally more ſenſible of their Obligations to their 
Maker, and the amiable Task in itſelf of Re- 
joion and Virtue. It was for the Intereſt of 
Creatures ſo liable to Temptation, that They 
hould be ſupported by Motives ſufficient to o- 
ſerballance any Temptation that might beſet 
them; and for their Sakes the Wiſdom of the 
Lwwgiver has enforced his Laws with ſuch San- 
cons, as are able to outweigh every poſſible 
Allarement to Tranſgreſſion. Conſidering the 
Weakneſs of our Nature, and the Difficulties 
of our Situation, the Cauſe of Virtue could 
not be ſupported without the Apprehenſion 
of ſuch a future State; and yet Eternal Ven- 
geance could not faithfully be threatned, un- 
leſs It was faithfully to be fulfilled. To ſay, 
that God might be better than his Word, was 
ſo looſe an Expreſſion, and ſo unſound a Doc- 
tine, that had It not come from a Perſon of 
an unqueſtionable Regard to Religion, It =_ 
yould haye ſounded more like the Scoff of an . | 
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Infidel, than the Solution of a ſerious Divine 
As the Apoſtle ſays 2 Tim. 2. 13. 1f We beljew 
not, yet God is true, He cannot deny Himſelf 


He cannot ſuffer Himſelf to impoſe upon his 


Creatures with imaginary Fears, nor will his 


Holineſs, Wiſdom and Truth permit Him to 


falſify his own Word, to frighten Them into 


Virtue by Terrors, which He never intended 
to execute; or to alter his Intention, in order 
to haye Mercy on Thoſe, who when They 
knew their Danger, would yet haye no Mercy 


upon Themſelves. As the ſame Apoſtle elle. 


where expreſſes it 2, God forbid, yea let God te 


true, but every Man a Liar, as it is mritten, 


that Thou mighteſt be quſtified in thy Sayings, 


and mighteſt overcome, when Thou art judged 
His immutable Truth obliges Him to falkill 


what his infinite Wiſdom thought fit to de. 
nounce, and This judged Nothing leſs than E- 
ternal Vengeance ſufficient, either as due to 
the Demerit of their Offences, or as a Preſer. 


vative to Them from the Contagion of them. 
Thus even This Eternal Puniſhment was in. 
tended in its Nature as preventive, and deſign- 


ed for the Advantage of Thoſe, who refuſed 
to make Advantage of this Doctrine. It vas 


— 


* 


threat 


(9 1 
threatned in order to deter Men from it, tho: 
It cannot, nay even becauſe It cannot be re- 
mitted after this Threatning, if it be wilfully 
and finally incurred. It is a Miſrepreſentation 
therefore of this Doctrine, to ſay in general, 
chat It can be „of no Advantage to the Per- 
bons concerned, fince It may be made the 
Means of their Eternal Happineſs; and it is a 
partial View of it, to conſider it only in the 
fiture Execution, without regarding the pre- 
ent Denunciation of it. Theſe cannot be diſ- 
united without giving up the Divine Veracity; 
, MW which as It were Blaſphemy to gainſay, ſo for 
the Sake of our Hopes, It would not be de- 
| ſireable to disbelieve. --- But farther, The re- 
/ MW maining Part of this his Remark is Ground- 
es Miſrepreſentation, even if We conſider this 
, Wl Sentence only in the Execution of it, after the 
Opportunities of improving it are paſt. This, 
oe ſays, would be of no Advantage, either 
to Themſelves or Others.” But how does 
. This appear? It muſt be preſumed, He means, 
1M >ccauſe This Puniſhment will not be inflicted, 
„ill the Diſſolution of the World, when All 
Mankind will have paſt through their State of 
Probation, and conſequently None of Theſe 
can reap any Benefit from the Examples of the 
Others Sufferings, But are Thoſe of the Hu- 
| man 
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man Kind the only Rational, Intelligent, De. 
pendent Beings, whoſe Welfare depends on 
their Obedience? Does not the Scripture in- 
form Us of Some, who are M:niſtring Spirits 
ſent forth to miniſter for Them, who ſhall be 
Heirs of Salvation, and may there not in the 
boundleſs Extent of the Univerſe be many o- 
ther Beings, dependent likewiſe, whom being 
not immediately concerned with, We are there. 
fore not acquainted with? May not the end- 
leſs Puniſhment of Wicked Men be a laſting 
Admonition to Theſe, to preſerve their Obe- 
dience, and ſerve for an Example to forewarn 
Them of the Conſequences of wilful and in- 
penitent Neglect? At leaſt, Ought not the 
Contrary of All This to be certainly known, 
before a weak ſhort- ſighted Mortal ſhall pre. 
ſume to aſſert, that ſuch Puniſhment can be of 
no Advantage to Others; Which, if meant 
only of other Me», is not pertinent to the Ar- 
gument, if not, may be abſolutely falſe. This 
Diſpenſation of the ſevere Puniſhment of Man- 
kind may be of farther Uſe in the Govern- 
ment of the Univerſe, and may be profitable, 
as an Example, to Beings of another Species 
and Order. He adds, and “This without any 
Advantage to God Himſelf.” This again 1s but 
an irreverent Expreſſion, and, if taken my 
| "oF 
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ly, would be of as much Force againſt any o- 


ther Doctrine as This, It would be as conclu- 


five againſt the Obligations of Virtue, the Cer- 


tainty of Reward, and even againſt the Exiſ- 


tence of the Creation itſelf. For are Theſe 


of any Advantage to God, or is That Conſi- 


deration a Diſproof of their Truth and Reali- 


ty? As Eliphaz ſays in the Book of Job, 22. 
2, 3. Can a Man be profitable unto God, as He 


that is Wiſe, may be profitable unto Himſelf? Is 


it any Pleaſure to the Almighty, that Thou art 
Righteous, or is it Gain to Him, that Thou mak- 
eſt thy Way perfect? And again, as Elihu in the 


ſame Book of Job, 35.6, 7, 8. F Thou ſinneſt, 


What doſt Thou againſt Him, or if thy Tranſgreſ- 


 frons be multiplied, What doſt Thou to Him? 
I Thou be righteous, What giveſt Thou Him? 


or What receiveth He at thine Hand? Thy Mick. 
edneſs may hurt a Man, as Thou art, and thy 
Righteouſmeſs may profit the Son of Man. To 
the ſame Purpoſe Solomon, Prov. 9. 12. 1f Thou 


be Wiſe, Thou ſhalt be Wiſe for Thyſelf:: but if 
Don ſcorneſt, Thou alone ſhalt bear it. They 


plainly made the Diſtinction betwixt the Un- 
profitableneſs of theſe Services to God, and 
the great Importance of them to Men; and 
were too Wiſe to think, that It was any Ob- 


jection againſt the Obligation of our Duty, or 
= 
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the Weight of its Sanctions, that the * 
neſs of God does not depend on our Obſer- 
vance of it. The Epicureans indeed made the 
Conſideration of the Self. ſufficiency of the Dei- 
ty an Argument againſt his Providence, and 
Superintendance over the Concerns of Men, 
though It was obvious to have ſeen, that this 
Courſe of Argument would end in Atheiſm, 
and would have been of as much Weight a- 
gainſt the Creation as the Care of the World. 
Yet This ſame Argument is here urged by a 
_ profeſſed Chriſtian againſt the Infliction of fu- 
ture Puniſhment, that It will be of no Advan- 
tage to God, to puniſh thus ſeverely the Of- 
fences of his Creatures. Be it ſo; neither was 
It of Advantage to Him, to make theſe Crea- 
tures at all, if by Advantage We mean Addi- 
tion to his own Happineſs; for What can add 
to a perfect ſelf-ſufficient Being? Yet his Pro- 
vidence ſaw great and Wiſe Ends to be anſwer- 
ed by creating Beings capable of knowing and 
obeying Him; capable of imitating and enjoy- 
ing Thoſe of his Perfections, which were not 
incommunicable. If It was of Advantage, that 


his Power ſhould be illuſtrated, his Wiſdom ex- 


hibited, his Holineſs manifeſted, and his Juſ- 
tice revered, Theſe were made viſible by the 
Creation of dependent, intelligent, Free- Agents; 

| Which 
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ch was neceſſarily followed and farther con- 
p by the Diſpenſation of Puniſhments. 
As the Manifeſtation of all his ſeveral Attrj- 
|  butes tend to his Glory, ſo his Regard to Ho- 
lineſs, and the Vindication of his Juftice, do 
more particularly anſwer this End, and as the 
Good and Virtuous do glorify Him by a volun- 
| tary Obedience, ſo the Diſobedient likewiſe, 
as Examples of his Vengeance, ſhall become 
Evidences of his Hatred to Iniquity, and ſhall 
promote the ſame End in a different, a more 
_ unhappy Method. As the Wiſe Man obſerves, © 
Prov. 16. 4. The Lord hath made all Things for 
Himſelf, yea even the Wicked for the Day of E- 
vil. For though their Puniſhment may not be 
vindictive only, yet even as ſuch, No Obje- 
ion can be made againſt the Equity of it. My 
Text repreſents it under the Name and Notion 
of Vengeance, and even in that Light It is 
ſtrictly defenſible. It is the juſt Reconipence 
of their Diſobedience, and a neceſſary Vindi- 
cation of the Authority of the Lawgiver. The 
The Moralifts of Old taught the ſame Doctrine, 
and aſſigned theſe three diſtinct Ends of Pu- 
niſhment; the Reformation of the offender, the 
Warning of Others, and the Satisfaction of the 
Affront and Injury done to the Authority of 
the Lawgiver. This may be learnt from Pla- 
to 


W 


« nn 


a op oi r 5 \ r 


7 


to and Ariſtotle, whoſe Authority may be of 
Weight with Thoſe, who undervalue That of 
the Holy Scriptures. They thought this requi- 
fite to repair the Honour of Him, whoſe Injun- 


ctions had been contemptuouſly neglected and 


violated, as indeed It muſt evidently imply a 


Defect of Wiſdom or Power, of Holineſs or 


Juſtice in a Legiſlator, who can unconcerned- 
ly ſee his Precepts deſpiſed and transgreſſed, 
and ſuffer the Tranſgreſſors to paſs with Im- 


punity. To ſuppoſe then, that God made Man 


without intending to take any farther Care of 


Him, and left Him to wander without Law or 
Rule for his Conduct; or that He gave Him a 


Law, without adding any, or at leaſt any ſut- 
ficient Sanctions ; or that He added Sanctions, 
of ſufficient Weight indeed, but which He ne- 


ver intended to execute, are Incredibilities 


much beyond thoſe Difficulties in the Articles 
of our Faith, which are repreſented as too 
ſhocking for the tender Faith of Gainſayers. 


---- Briefly, God has made Man a puniſhable 
Creature, free to act, to obey or to tranſgreſs; 


He has given Him natural Apprehenſions of 


the Puniſhment of Tranſgreſſion, and has con- 


firmed them by the more clear and diſtinct No- 
tices of Revelation; He has ſet before Him 
Life and Death, Bleſſing and Curſing; has 


ſnewn 
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ſewn Him the Obligation and Wige of 
his Duty, and forewarned Him of the terrible 
Conſequences of the Neglect of it; has invi- 
ted Him to accept of Happineſs and Mercy, and 
admoniſhed Him, that This is the only Oppor- 
tunity of ſecuring it; and if under all this In- 
ſtruction, Admonition and Exhortation to re- 
gard his own Welfare, He obſtinately perſiſt 
to diſobey his gracious Lawgiver and Benefac- 
tor, and chooſes the Path, to which He ſees 
Miſery annexed, Can it be conſiſtent with Ve- 
racity, Wiſdom, Holineſs or Juſtice, to paſs 
by unobſerved this continued Diſobedience, to 
remit the Puniſhment due to it, and to falſify 
his Threatnings in Favour of Thoſe, who con- 
temned his Laws? Is it of Advantage, that 
We ſhould have ſuch a Notion of the Deity, or, 
in an impartial Appeal to our own Conſcien- 
ces, Does not the Character of a juſt Legiſla- 


tor imply his Regard to the Neglect, as well 


as to the Obſervance of his Laws, and a ſuit- 
able Retribution to Each? | 
But This Objection, as was obſerved, ſtruck 
at the Belief of all Puniſhment, as well as at 
the Chriſtian Doctrine of Eternal Puniſhment: 
There are Others advanced, which more im- 
mediately affect this Article. Of Theſe 
The next, which I ſhall take Notice of, ſhall 
| | I be 


* 
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be That, which is drawn from the Goodneſs 
of God, which makes a great Part of that Per. 
formance, He gives Us a very large Collec- 
tion of Texts, which ſet forth the Kindneſs, 
the Compaſſion, the Long-ſuffering of our Crea. 


tor, from whence He infers, that = © We ought 
«to learn never to reſtrain the Mercy and 
„C Goodneſs and pardoning Grace of God,” 


Certainly indeed It is not our Part to reſtrain, 


or to extend the Mercy of God, but humbly 


and thankfully to accept it, as it is ſet forth 
to Us in the Word of God. But to aſſert, 
that We are not to reſtrain the Notion of it; 
to teach, that the Divine Mercy is unlimited 
and unforfeitable, is falſe and antiſcriptural. 
It is not the Account, which the Sacred Wri- 
tings give to this Attribute, nor That, which 
our own Reaſon would have ſuggeſted. Mercy 
is not the only Attribute of the Deity, but can 


be no farther exerted, than is conſiſtent with 


Holineſs, Wiſdom and Juſtice. It is reſtrain- 
ed by theſe ſeveral Perfections, and will be de- 
nied to Thoſe, who finally offend againft Theſe. 


Let Us hear the Holy Spirit of God ſpeaking 
in his own Words, and aſſuring Us, that his 


Mercy is not unconfined, but that They, who 


reject the gracious Offers of it in n their _— 
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ſhall Themſelves with Indignation be rejected, 

when They ſhall too late apply for it. Prov. 1. 
24, &c. Becauſe T have called, and Ye refu ſed, 
I have ſtretched out my Hand, and no Man re- 


garded; But Ye have ſet at Nought all my Coun- - 


ſel, and would none of my Reproof; I alfo will 
laugh at your Calamity, I will mock, when your 
Fear cometh; When yuur Fear cometh as pe o- 
lation, and your Deſtruction cometh as a Whirl- 
wind; when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh upon 
bi. Then ſhall They call upon me, but J will 
not anſwer ; They ſhall ſeek me 5 but They 
hall not find me: For that They hated Know- 
lege, and did not chooſe the Fear of the Lord; 
They would none of my Counſel, They deſpi ſed | 
all my Reproof ; Therefore ſhall They eat of the 

Fruit of their own Ways and be filled with their 
own Devices, Is This a Deſcription of anforfeit- 
able Mercy, or is it not a juſt Repreſentation 
of the heavier Vengeance on Thoſe, who de- 
ſpife and abuſe the ſeaſonable Offers of Grace 
and Mercy? Does not ſuch a Repreſentation 
. correſpond with our natural Apprehenſions and 
gNotions of Equity? and would This unreſtrain - 
s ed Mercy pleaded for, This unlimited Com- 
o Il paſſion to all Creatures without Diſtinction or 
„ I Regard to their Moral Character, be itſelf a 
4 Ane worthy a Being of infinite Perfe- 
ll | tions, 
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ctions, of unmeaſurable Truth, Holineſs and 
Juſtice? Would not ſuch an undiſtinguiſhing 
Tenderneſs, without rational or religious Mo- 
tive, be rather Weakneſs than Mercy; and 
ſhall We aſcribe That to the great Governour 
of the Univerſe, which We ſhould cenſure in 
a Mortal Judge? The Goodneſs of God, in its 
ſtrict and proper Notion, is a term implying 
his aggregate Perfections, including all his ſe- 
veral Attributes. He will ever do what is un- 
erringly Good, what is morally right and rea- 
ſonable; and in this Senſe his Goodneſs is ne- 
ver to be reſtrained, no, not by the partial 
| Motives of Compaſſion and Tenderneſs, But 
his Goodneſs conſidered only as a Diſpoſition 
to prevent the Miſery, and promote the Hap- 
pineſs of his Creatures, cannot be an unre- 
ſtrained Principle, but muſt be guided by E- 
-quity, Honour and his own Divine Glory. It 
is a Scheme attended with Difficulties unan- 
{werable, to ſuppoſe that the Communication 
of natural Good or Happineſs was the only Mo- 
tive to Creation. There may be many Rea- 
| ſons far beyond the Reach of our Diſcernment; 
but a Regard to Moral Good is even to Us e- 
vidently a Part of the Deſign. The contraty 
Notion is contrary to Scripture, to Reaſon, to 
Fact. The utmoſt poſſible Happineſs is = 
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| ſeen and felt, as It moſt have been, had This 


been the ſole Motive to Creation. The Na- 


tural and Judicial Effects of Immorality pre- 
vent it, and to our own and Others Sins are 
owing our Sufferings. We are certified there- 
fore not by abſtract Argument, but plain Ex- 
perience, that the Goodneſs of God in the 

Formation of the World, and of Ourſelves in 
particular, was not an indiſcriminate Intention 
of communicating Felicity to All, but of ma- 
king Thoſe Partakers of his Happineſs, who 
ſhould imitate his Holineſs ; of requiring and 
encouraging that Moral Behaviour, in the Diſ- 
charge of which Man is perfected, and God 
is well-pleaſed. Here Reaſon ſubſcribes, and 
Revelation concurs to eſtabliſh this Doctrine. 
The Divine Benevolence is no where repre- 
ſented as a Blind Principle, exerting itſelf to 
the actual Communication of Happineſs to E- 
very Individual, however unworthy, but as con- 
fining its Influence to the Promoting of Piety 
and Goodneſs, rewarding the Righteous, for- 
giving the Penitent, and encouraging by eve- 
ry Motive Perſeverance in Holineſs, or Refor- 
mation of Iniquity, Thoſe general Declara- 
tions therefore of the Goodneſs of God, which 
He has at large collected, We accept always 


with all Thankfulneſs, but deny that Thoſe 
| Decla- 


BS 


Declarations will Anne his other Attributes, 


or imply any Diſpoſitions inconſiſtent with the 


Character of a righteous Governour and Judge, 
--. The Obſervation of this Author upon a Re- 
view of his Collection is This a, that “ ſo ma. 


ceny plain and clear Texts = the Goodneſs 


*of God, ought not to be ſuperſeded by cer- 
Crain later Interpretations of a few more ob- 


cc ſcure ones; evidently contradicting thoſe. 
© natural Notions ;* Which is moſt true, but 


entirely foreign to any Concluſion, which can 
be drawn to the Advantage of his Argument. 
The Texts, which repreſent the endleſs Pu- 
niſhment of the Wicked, Are neither few nor 


obſcure, nor any way contradictory to the Di- 
vine Goodneſs in the true Notion of that At- 


tribute. He goes on and concludes © the pro- 


« digious Concern expreſſed by God for the 


Salvation of Mankind to be inconſiſtent with 
« the Poſſibility of their Eternal Damnation; 


whereas It is indeed the Severity of the pu- 


niſhment appointed for Sin, which makes our 
Creator ſo ſollicitouſly to endeavour our Deli- 
verance from it. «It is inconſiſtent,” He adds, 
ce with the Opinion of the Reprobation, the un- 
ce alterable Reprobation, and inevitable Dam- 


———— 
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« nation of Mankind:“ Which is true again, 

but has no Connection with the Doctrine of 
the Eternity of future Puniſhment, to which 
He unfairly joins it. For do Thoſe, who aſ- 
ſert the Eternal Puniſhment of the Wicked, 
aſſert likewiſe their unalterable Reprobation, 
and inevitable Damnation ? or is there any ne- 
ceſſary Connection betwixt theſe Articles? Are - 
not Theſe ſeparate and diſtin Doctrines? and 
Do not Divines uſually by this very Diſtinc- 
tion clear this Difficulty, and vindicate the E- 
quity of Eternal Puniſhment, becauſe It is the 
Conſequence of a Mans own Choice, and what 
it is in our own Power to incur, or to avoid 
Is it worthy then of a Controverſialiſt, aſſu- 
ming to Himſelf ſo deep a Diſcernment, and 
ſo extenſive Knowlege, to give ſo unfair an 
Account of the Doctrine He oppoſes, to blend 
it with Articles ridiculous and profane, which 
are no way connected with it, nor maintained 
by Thoſe, who aſſert it; and then by reject- 
ing Thoſe, to draw a ſeeming Concluſion a- 
gainſt This, which does in Reality no way af- 
fect it? For We do as readily join in reject- 
ing the abſurd Doctrines of unalterable Re- 
probation and inevitable Damnation, and own- 
ing them to be in every Senſe inconſiſtent with 
the Divine ee but We deny that Any 
E —_— : 


is 


Thing can be inferred from thence to the 
Confutation, nay We improve that Conſidera- 
tion to the Vindication of the Doctrine of E- 


ternal Puniſhment. 
The next Objection is That, which is moſt 


ulually urged by Thoſe, who gainſay this Ar- 


ticle, namely, that It is inconſiſtent with the 


Divine Juſtice. «© This, ſays Mr Whiſton, «1 


«take to be an abſolute Demonſtration againſt 
ce the proper Eternity of that Puniſhment,” 
and the like dogmatical Declarations as to 
This Point, are frequently repeated through- 
out his Performance, We are little concerned, 


what Private Perſons apprehend to be.demon- 
ſtrative, where the Courſe of the Argument 
is not offered to Examination. Aſſertions un- 

ſupported by Reaſon or Authority, need no 
laborious Confutation, but may with equal Eaſe 
be denied and rejected. Should We therefore 


poſitively aſſert, that It is not inconſiſtent with 
the Divine Juſtice, We ſhould ſay as much for 


this Article, as This Author has ſaid againſt 


it. The only Paſſage, which can be conſider- 
ed as an Attempt to prove the Injuſtice of it, 


is That, which He gives in another Part, where 
after a Repreſentation of the Eternal Ven- 
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eance denounced, in all its Terror, He adds a, 
« And All This for the Sins of this ſhort Life, 
« fallen into generally by the ſecret Snares of 
«the Devil, and other violent Temptations, 
«yhich They commonly could not wholly ei- 
«ther prevent or avoid. But where does 
He find Eternal Vengeance denounced to ſuch 
Sins of Infirmity 2 Does the Scripture teach 
any ſuch Doctrine, or threaten everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment to ſuch Sins, as We cannot wholly 
cither prevent or avoid? Do not the Conde- 
ſcenſion and Tenderneſs of the Divine Being 
ſo frequently expreſſed, his Compaſſion to our 
Frailties, and Readineſs to forgive even our 
wilful Offences upon our fincere Repentance, 
| contradict any ſuch Notion 2 Nor can It be 
laid, that, tho the Scripture indeed does not 
countenance any ſuch Notion, yet the Wri- 
tings of Divines have ſo repreſented it, for 
None ever taught, that Eternal Damnation 
would be inflicted on our Sins of Infirmity. 
It is to the wilful, habitual, unreformed, im- 
penitent Sinner, that the Scripture, and all ra- 
tional Defenders of it, denounce everlaſting 
Puniſhment; and therefore This again is alto- 
gether Miſrepreſentation, unbecoming in eve- 
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ry Reſpect ſo aſſuming a Dictator, ſince It muſt 


be founded in groſs Ignorance, or wilful Pre. 
varication. --- Or would a Chriſtian Writer 
follow the Example of Unbelievers, and en. 
deayour to extenuate the higheſt Tranſgreſ. 
fions of Mankind, the utmoſt poſſible Offen. 
ces of Creatures againſt their Creator, as ſlight 
and inconſiderable? In Fact, They cannot All 


be repreſented in that undiſtinguiſhing Man- 
ner, in which This Writer ſets them forth, to 


ſhew their Diſproportion to the Vengeance 
threatned, as © the Sins of this ſhort Life, fall. 
«en into generally by the Snares of the Devil, 
ce and other Violent Temptations, which They 
« commonly could not wholly either prevent 
&« or avoid. Thoſe, which can truly plead this 
Excuſe, will meet with merciful Allowances, 


and even heavier Tranſgreſſions may upon true 


Contrition and Amendment find Mercy and 


Pardon; but certainly It is in our Power by 
the Grace of God to prevent and avoid all ha- 


bitual Neglect and Diſregard to our Duty. No 
Violence of Temptations can excuſe This; and 


indeed there is little Temptation to ſuch a gene- 


ral Diſregard to the Foundation of all true Com- 
fort, whatever ſtrong Incitements there may oc- 
caſionally be to particular Tranſgreſſions. Can 
then our voluntary, repeated unamended Of- 
fences 
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fences be really thought flight and inconfide- 
rable? Is it Nothing, to live in a continued 
Diſregard to the God that made Us, and to 
renounce our Allegiance to the great Govern- 
our of the Univerſe? Is it Nothing, to cruci- 
fy the Son of God afreſh, and put Him to an 
open Shame, fruſtrating his gracious Deſign in 
redeeming Us by ſo aſtoniſhing a Method of 
Condeſcenfion ? Is it Nothing, to fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, to profane the Temples de- 
ſigned for his Service, reſiſt his Motions, and 
grieve his Spirit? Could a Heathen ſay any 
Thing to alleviate the Crime of living in an 
entire Negle@ of the Deity? And how then is 
this Crime aggravated in a View of the Chriſ- 
tian Scheme of Things, when We conſider 
God not only as our Maker and Preſerver, but 
our infinite Benefactor, our Redeemer and 
Sanctifier? Shall not then God Viſit for theſe 
Things, ſhall not his Soul be avenged on ſuch 
Perſons as theſe> The Evidence, which He 
has afforded Us for the Truth of his Religion 
is ſo convincing, as to leave the Disbelief of 
it inexcuſable; and the Habitual Neglect of 
it upon the Acknowledgment of its Truth, is 
yet more inconſiſtent and ſelf-condemning ; 
and therefore the Text very ſuitably denoun- 
ces this Eternal Vengeance againſt Thoſe, who 
under | 
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under ſuch Opportunities of Information, ej. 
ther know not God, or obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus. Theſe are Offences, which can- 
not be palliated by the Pretences of Infirmity; 
and therefore the whole Streſs of this Argu- 
ment muſt lie in that Expreſſion, that They 
are “ the Sins of this ſhort Life only, which 
however heinous in Themſelves, yet cannot 
be thought to deſerve everlaſting Puniſhment. 
This is the conſtant Clamour of all Objectors 
againſt this Article. Temporary Offences, ſay 

They, cannot juſtly be followed with eternal 
Vengeance, becauſe there would be no Propor- 
tion between the Continuance of the Sin and 
of the Puniſhment. -- But if there be no Pro- 
portion between the Continuance, there may 
be between the Degree of Each, becauſe the. 
Continuance is not the only material Circum- 
ſtance of Either. Whoſoever ſincerely advan- 
ces this Objection, and thinks it in Earneſt 
concluſive, muſt little have conſidered the 
_ Courſe of Nature and of Authority, or the 
Diſtinctions of, Reaſon and Truth. In the 
Firſt Place, This Principle is contradicted by 
the Courſe of Nature. We ſee in Fact, that 
Men run Themſelves by their own Faults 1n- 
to Miſeries, which exceedingly outlaſt the fa- 


tal Step, which occaſioned them; and that om 
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frequently ſuffer in various Inſtances through- 
out their whole Lives, by the natural Effects 
of Vices, which They unwarily committed in 
the Beginning of their Unhappy Management 
of Themſelves, Nor are ſuch only accidental 
Effects, but apparently annexed and intended 
by Nature to prevent ſuch Miſconduct ; and 
therefore This Objection is indeed Atheiſti- 
cal, ſince no One, who believes the God of 
Nature to be the Author of Revelation, can 
urge That as an Exception to the Diſpenſa- 
tion of the One, which He ſees contradicted 
in the Conſtitution of the Other. --- Nor has 
Civil Authority ever admitted of this Princi- 
ple. All Magiſtrates have ever found it ne- 
ceſſary to exceed the Proportion in this Arti- 
cle of its Continuance, between the Penalty 
and the Offence, and to condemn to perpe- 


tual Impriſonment, Baniſhment, or Poverty by 


Confiſcation, Thoſe, who perhaps were moſt 
ſpeedy in executing their wicked Devices; nor 
is the Equity of this Procedure diſputed on 
this Account in ſuch Caſes. -- Nor does Rea- 
ſon teach the Neceſſity of ſuch an equal Pro- 
portion in the Continuance of the Penalty and 
of the Tranſgreſſion. The Heinouſneſs of a 
Crime is not to be eſtimated only or chiefly 


ſrom the Continuance, but from the Nature 
of 


E 
of it. The Time is only a Circumſtance of 
Aggravation, where all other Circumſtances 
are equal, but otherwiſe may be infinitely o- 
verbãllanced by other Conſiderations. A Man 
may commit Murder in a Moment, whilſt. a 
deliberate Fraud may take up much Time and 
Premeditation, yet No One will doubt, whether 
of Theſe deſerves the ſevereſt and moſt laſting 
Puniſhment ; or whether It ſhould be propor- 
tioned to the Time only, in which the Offence 
was committed. Should We confine Ourſelves 
only to the Conſideration of this One Article 
of the Duration of Tranſgreſſion, We ſhould 
much err in our Idea of the Guilt of it; Which 
is to be taken from the Nature of the Thing, 
from the Dignity of the Perſon againſt whom 
the Offence is committed, from the Obliga- 
tions of the Perſon offending, and the Oppor- 
tunities and Motives to the Offence. And 
therefore Laſtly, This Conſideration of the 
tranſitory Duration of the Life, in which all 
Human Offences are committed, which is ad- 
vanced as an Objection againſt the heavy Pu- 
niſnment of them, may ſtrongly be retorted as 
a juſt Vindication of it. The Sins of this ſhort 
Life are ſo much the more heinous, becauſe 

the only Inducements to it, and ſuppoſed Ad- 
vantages of it, are confined to ſo inconſide- 
rable 
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rable a Duration. The leſs is the Fruit A 

Sin, the greater is the Ingratitude of the Sin- 
ner, to rebel againſt his Maker on fo light 
Temptations. To diſobey our Supreme Law- 
giver and Benefactor, to undervalue his Fa- 
vour and Bleſſing, to tranſgreſs his Laws en- 
forced with Eternal Sanctions, for the Sake of 
Allurements, which cannot indeed promote 
our Happineſs, and which, if They could, are 
ſo fading and tranſitory, is a high Aggrava- 
tion of the Folly and Wickednefs of ſuch a 
Choice, and juſtly ſubjects the Tranſgreſſor to 

the heavier Wrath and Indignation. Upon 
the Whole then, The Diſproportion of the 
Puniſhment as to its Continuance, is no Ar- 
gument againſt the Equity of it, unleſs It can 
be proved diſproportionate to the Guilt of the _ 
Offence. But This is a diſtinct Article, and 
is particularly anſwered and cleared by the fre- 
quent Aſſurances, which We meet with, that 
there will be different Degrees of Puniſhment, 
in the State of Retribution, ſuitable to the 
| ſeveral Degrees of the Offences of Mankind. 
Tho This State ſhall be irreverſible, tho' All 
Impenitent Sinners ſhall without Hope of Re- 
ſtitution be puniſhed from the Preſence of the - 
Lord, and from the Glory of his Power, yet 
even This Puniſhment itſelf ſhall be allotted 
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in Weight and Meaſure, and the poſitive De- 
| grees of Miſery ſhall be inflicted in exact Pro- 


portion to the Demerit of the Offenders. Some 


ſhall comparatively be beaten with few, Others | 
with many Stripes, whilſt Some ſhall yet re- 


ceive greater Damnation. Divines have there- 
fore rightly and uſually diſtinguiſhed future 


Puniſhment into Pain of Loſs, and Pain of 


Senſe. The Former, which is chiefly repre- 


ſented in the Text, will be the Lot of All im- 
penitent Sinners, and the Deſpairing Reflec- 


tions, which will ariſe from a Senſe of the 
Loſs of Gods Favour, and the Impoſſibility 
of recovering it, will be no inconſiderable 
Part of the Torments of the Damned. This 
Privation of Happineſs will occaſion real Mi- 


ſery, yet That is by no Means All which the 


Scripture threatens to the hardned and incor- 
rigible. The Inflictions of poſitive actual Tor- 


ments are threatned by the moſt lively Repre- 


ſentations of ſenſible Miſery, but Theſe ever 
in a due Proportion to the Degrees of our 
Iniquities. Thus the Righteouſneſs of God 
will be vindicated, and We are farther aſſured, 
that his Judgment will not only be Juſt in it- 
ſelf, but that It ſhall appear to be ſo to Men 
and Angels at the Great Day, and that One 


End of we nn, of thee Day ſhall be 
for 
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ſor the univerſal Manifeſtation of the Juſtice 
of God. At preſent We are on many Accounts 


incompetent Judges of the exact Demerit and 
provocation of Sin. We wilfully overlook ma- 
ny Conſiderations, which-would aggravate the 


Heinouſneſs of it, and there may be many O- 
thers beyond the Reach of our preſent Appre- 


henfions. God alone, who beſt underſtands his 


own Nature, and ours, can eſtimate the Guilt 


of our Tranſgreſſions againſt Him, and He 
has forewarned Us, that It will juſtly ſubject 
Us to eternal Puniſhment. It is therefore 
much ſafer, more rational and becoming, to 
acquieſce 1n his Determination, to rely on the 


Equity of his Providence, than boldly to dif. 


pute his Attributes ; to truſt even implicitly in 
his Goodneſs rather than queſtion his Truth; 
applying to This that ſuitable Paſſage ſpoken 
in the Perſon of God Himſelf by his Prophet 


Ezekiel 6. 10. And They ſhall know that IT am 


the Lord, and that I have not ſud in vain, that 
J would do this Evil unto Them. 
I am now in the Laſt Place to add 1 


what briefly on the Uſefulneſs of this Doc- 


trine, This had hitherto been acknowleged 


by All, who had treated on this Subject; whe- 


ther Thoſe, who vindicated, or Thoſe, who 
objeRed to the Truth of the Article itſelf. Bur 


She This 
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This Author, who ſeems reſolved to exceed 
All that had gone before Him, and to attack 
this Doctrine on every Side, denies This like. 
wiſe; and * « ſuppoſes, that Thoſe, who will 
ce not ſuffer Themſelves to be moved by the 
«Fear of a temporary Puniſhment, as He has 
ec repreſented it, would hardly ever be moped 
« by the Suppoſal of an abſolute eternal Dy. 
« ration of that Puniſhment.” But is there any 
Foundation for any ſuch Notion: in Reaſon, 
Conſent or Experience? With Regard to Res. 
fon, are Temporary Motives of equal Weight 
with Eternal Sanctions, or likely to have 2 
ſame Influence on Rational Creatures? Is it of 
ſo much Conſequence to Us, to retain our In- 
 tegrity and preſerve inviolably our Obedience 
to our Maker, in this preſent State of Trial, 
if We believe that future Puniſhment may at 
length have an End, and Happineſs be here. 
after obtained; as if We believe This to be 
the only Seaſon of Grace, and that irreverſible 
Ruin will follow upon our Neglect? Is it not 
natural for Men to be more indifferent about 
their preſent Conduct, where there are ſuch 
After-Hopes of retrieving a falſe Step ; and to 
give Way to the Force of Temptations, when 
They are taught, that zee ee u ſome 
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heavy Penalties, which They may ſubject Them 
to, yet the final Iſſue may ſtill be ſecure and 
comfortable? Is not the Denunciation in the 
Text of Eternal Vengeance, of Everlaſting De- 


firu#;on from the Preſence of the Lord, and 


from the Glory of his Power, a much more 
weighty and affecting Argument to prevail with 
Us to forſake our Iniquities, and to ſecure 
Gods Favour and our own Happineſs in the 
only Seaſon, in which They can poſſibly be 
ſecured 2 The ancient Enemies of Chriſtianity 
were ſo much of this Opinion, They thought 
this ſo beneficial an Article, that They would 
not allow our Religion the Honour of the firſt 
Diſcovery of it, but contended, that It was a - 
Doctrine well known and underſtood before. 
And that the Uſefulneſs and Efficacy of this 
Doctrine is generally acknowleged, is implied 
in the very Reaſon, which This Author aſ- 
ſigns b, why Many Divines, whom He ſuppoſes 
not to believe it Themſelves, are yet “willing 
*to be thought to do ſo, for Fear of the A- 
buſe of the true Doctrine, as He calls it, «by 
the Body of Mankind, if It were preached _ 
«to Them.” This is an Acknowledgment; 
that the Doctrine of a temporary Puniſhment 

is more likely: to be diſregarded, than of an 
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Eternal One, fince Thoſe, whom He imagine; 
to be in his Sentiments, are thought willing to 
conceal them, becauſe They efteem them not 


ſo ſerviceable to Mankind, and to the Cauſe 


of Virtue, as the received Opinion. Even That 
Prelate, who, as He ſays a, © choſe rather to 
“ give up the Veracity of God in theſe his 
« Threatnings, than to defend this Eternity, 
yet declared very ftrongly for the Uſefulneſs 
of this Doctrine, ſeemed to think, It was pub. 
| liſhed more for the Sake of the Benefit than 
the Truth of it, and in repeated Expreſſions in- 
culcated his Opinion of its Importance. The 
Belief,” ſays He b, of the Threatnings of Godin 
their utmoſt Extent, “ is of ſo great Moment 
to a Good Life, and ſo great a Diſcourage- 
ce ment to Sin, that if Men were once ſet free 
«from the Fear and Belief of This, the molt 
cc powerful Reſtraint from Sin would be taken 
ce away: and again, If Any Thing more ter 
te rjble could have been threatned to the Work 
«ers of Iniquity, It had not been unreaſon- 
cc able, becauſe It would All have been little 
Jo to deter Men effectually from Sin. 
This was his profeſſed Opinion, however in. 
conſiſtent with an Attempt to evade the Exc- 
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cution of thoſe Threatnings : and if We pro- 


ceed from Reaſon and Authority to look into 
Fact, We ſhall find ſtill more convincing Evi- 


dence of the Weight and Influence of this Doc 
trine. It is but too viſible, that ſince Men 


have learnt to wear off the Apprehenſions of 
Eternal Puniſhment, the Progreſs of Impiety 


and Immorality amongſt Us has been very 
conſiderable. Since We have been taught to 


diſpute the Authority of the Sacred Writings, 
or to diſtinguiſh away this: Senſe of Them, We 


have felt the Effects in a more univerſal Cor- 


ruption, and more open Diſſoluteneſs of Man- 
ners. Unuſual Crimes have appeared; Un- 
common Heights of Wickedneſs have been at- 
tained: More have deviated from the Path of 


Piety, and Fewer have returned into it. The 
Reſtraints of Virtue are weakned, and the ve- 
ry Principle of Reformation and Amendment 


1s. loft; and the Conſequence has been, what 
was naturally to be expected, a more abandon- 


ed Purſuit of Iniquity and Proſtitution of Con- 
ſcience. Whatever may be ſaid upon the Com- 
pariſon, concerning the general Complaint at 
all Times, of the Iniquity of the Times, yet 


I fear We may, upon repeated Reflection, and 
with the greateſt Impartiality, determine the 


8 to the K of the preſent, 
and 
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and confeſs our late Progreſs and Improve. 
ment in Wickedneſs beyond the Example of 
former Ages. The Effect is viſible, and the 
Cauſe is not obſcure ; whilſt Principles are ad- 
vanced, which ſtrike at the Root of all Obli- 
gations, or weaken the Sanctions of Thoſe, 
which are moſt confeſſed. 

I have thus endeayoured to vindicate the 
Truth, the Equity and the Uſefulneſs of the Doc- 
trine of Eternal Puniſhment, againſt the Excep- 
tions of a late Performance. The only Appli- 
cation ſhall be very briefly, with Regard to the 
Character of thoſe Perſons, to whom This E- 
ternal Vengeance is threatned in the Text: 
Mo ſe that know not God, and that obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Criſt. The Apoſtle, 
We ſee, had not learnt the Notion of the In- 
"nocence of Error, or the Sufficiency of Since- 
rity in any Perſwaſion: Points, which, with 
Reſpect to particular Perſons, cannot be de- 
termined without a Knowlege of their inward 
Diſpoſitions, and of their outward Circum- 
ſtances, Abilities and Opportunities of Infor- 


mation; but which in general are falſe and an- 


tiſcriptural. It is obſervable, that theſe De- 

nunclations of Vengeance are in Scripture ra- 
ther more frequently directed expreſly againſt 
Vabelief chan againſt TOWERS! Neglect: ph 
| that 
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that our Practice is under any Perſwaſion in- 


different, but becauſe Infidelity, under Means 
of Conviction, proceeds firſt from the ſame 


evil Diſpoſition as practical Immorality, and 
then opens the Way to farther Acts and Ha- 


bits of Vice. Scepticiſm and Unbelief are cri. 
minal, both as proceeding from vicious Preju- 

dices and unfaithful Enquiries, and as producing 
in their natural Tendency diſſolute Manners and 


unfaithful Dealings. St Paul therefore ſpecifies 


this Impiety as liable to Eternal Vengeance, 
becauſe It is the very Fountain of All Others; 
becauſe It leads not to occafional only, but to 
habitual and total Neglect of Duty, leaves 
Men at Liberty to purſue every Gratification 


by any Means, and cuts off the very Hope of Z 


any Recovery from this licentious Conduck. 


And as there are Degrees of Puniſhment even 


in the irreverſible State of Retribution, Thoſe 
are here ſuitably diſtinguiſhed, to whom the 
heavieſt Penalty is due, who evacuate every 


Obligation, and advance Doctrines, which, if 


received, would tend to our own ee. to 
the Diſhonour and Diſregard to the Deity, and 
the Confuſion of Society; Such are Thoſe, 


who through voluntary and affected Ignorance 


nom not God, and under our Opportunities 
of e e reject the Goſpel of our Lord 
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eſs, Chriſt. -- It is the Conceth Gf: all fincere 
Chriſtians, both for the Sake of Themſelves, 
and Others, of Thoſe eſpecially, who are con- 
cerned in the Care of Others, to'endeavour. 
to obviate the ſpreading Miſchief; to ſhew that 
Matters of Belief are not trivial Matters; but 
that on them the Eſtabliſhment of Morality ; it⸗ 
ſelf does depend, that for them only, our paſt. 
Breaches of it will be pardoned, and the im- a 
perfect Progreſs of our beſt Endeavours be ac | 
cepted. May We All therefore in our ſeveral 
Stations manifeſt a ſuitable Zeal for « our Holy, 
our comfortable Religion, contend earneſtly 
for the Faith delivered to Us, and labour, as 
Opportunity offers, by Authority, by Inſtruc- 
tion, by Exhortation and Example, to incul. 
| Cate the Neceſlity, the Importance of Chriſtia- 
nity, as the only real Support of Virtue, the 
only ſure Foundation of Comfort and Happi- 
neſs. 
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